— 


. 333A 4d 


ff 
4 


LE 823.6 2 le, 17 


. 
. Cs £ 


„ 


77 7 


15 : OE OT I Ee ne Mo ng Ie Ma RTROES: 
TOE bo , ; % bh 


% 


"I 


— 


% 
f % 
* 8 : 


A 
b 
* 
73 | 
| : 
N, | 
* 
* 
* | 
2 
* 
0 
* 
a « 
1 
1 ö 
* ü 
* 
n 
75 
4 
N. | 
* 
3 
* ; | 
. | 
: 
Þ. . | 
* » 
» 2 £ a 
. 


. 


—— 


— —— 
—_— „ * 1 . py 
*, => a —— — 


9 5 
— 
- 


. 


e e 
VVV 
* e 
130 

f VOL. IV. 


* 


— Ms. 
Ow" — 


„1 * — 2 —— tt 


LONDON: 
Printed for T. Bactzr and P. A. De Honor, 
near Surry-Street, in the Strand. ' 


M Dec LxX VIII. 28 


* 22 * bo 


CONTENTS. 


OF THE | 


FOURTH VOLUME. 


SER MON VII. 
The Hiſtory of Jacob confidered. 


SER MON vi. 
The I Parable of the N Man and 


Lazarus. 
SERMON IX. 
SERMON X. 

H lumility. 


8ER 


CONTENTS. 


8 E R M O N 
Advantages of Chriſtianity + to the 
World. 


S ERM O N XII. 
The Abuſes of Conſcience conſidered. 


3 
6 : g * 
; 4 - 1 
- a a . 0 $ . . # : * 7 8 N * a ys » - 5 ; * 
£ ; A - 2 F . a 1 i . 8 2 k g < a . N £ = 
- ; = p 0 x ; = 4 . ; 5 = 2 . ** a = : x ; FY 2 . a * « 5 5 — , * : * _— F; > 
- 2 - 1 . : * 5 2 5 . —* * bn. E 
b , N 


| The Hiſtory of JACOB, 
added. 


. 


3 
co 
8 


of act 


9 


ah e ee e Ar PRE AA Leone on es ing 
* 


2 3 et 


2 — 


K 


— Ig —— — om 


8 ERM O N VII. 


Genes xlyii, 9. 


And Jacob ſaid unto Pharaoh, The dan - 


Þ of the years of my pilgrimage, are an 
To hundred and thirty ears: few and 


evil have the days of the Years of my. 
: iſe been. — 


\HERE is not a man in if . 


tory, whom 1 pity more 


than the man WhO made 
this reply— not becauſe his days 
were ſhort, 


but that they were 
long enough to have crouded into 
| them, 0 much evil as we find. 


B 2 Of 


thoſe out of the number, — 
other days were ſorrow; 5 and that, 


a contexture of miſery - 


« SERMON vi. 


of all che patriarchs, be was the 


moſt unhappy: for bating the ſeven 


years he ſerved Laban for Rachael, 


* which ſeemed to him but a Th days, : 


For the love he had to ber,” ——ftrike 


not from his faults, but from the am- 
bition, the violences and evil paſſions - 
of others. A large portion of what 
man is born to, comes, you'll ſay, 
from the ſame quarter: 'tis true; but 
ſtill in ſome men's lives, there ſeems 


one evil 


7 ſo riſes out of another, and the whole 
plan and execution of the piece has 
ſo very melancholy an air, that ; a good | 
natured man ſhall not be able to look 
upon It, but with tears on his checks. 


I pity 


—all his - 


I E R M ON VII. 3 


3 pity this patriarch fill. the more, 
Vece from his firſt ſetting out in 
life, he bad been led i into an expecta- 
tion of ſuch different ſcenes: he was 
: told, by Ifaac his father, that God ſhould 5 
leſs him with the dew of heaven, aud : 
the fameſs of the carth, and with Plenty | 
of corn and wine ; ; —that people were 


to fer Ve him, and nations to bow down 
to him: = he ſhould be lord over 


5 his brethren ;; ; —that bleſſed Was every 
one that Beſſed him, and cus rſed WAS 
very one Tho curſed bim. 


The Gmplicity of youth takes pro- 


miſes of happineſs in the fulleſt latitude, 
and as theſe were moreover con- 
firmed to him by the Gop of his fa- 
chers, on bis way to Padan-aran,—— 


By | ES 


— ——— oanigts 
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ſing ;- 


5s SERMON VI. 
it would leave no diſtruſt of their ac- 5 = 


compliſhment, upon his mind ;— _ 
every fair and flattering object before 5 
bim, which wore the face of j joy, * 


would 1 8 as a portion of his bleſ- 
he would purſue it—he 


35 would graſp: a ſhadow, 


This, by the way, makes it neceſ- 


ſary to ſuppoſe, that the bleſſings 
which were conveyed, had a view . 
dleſſings not altogether ſuch as a car- 
nal mind would expect; but that they 


were in a great meaſure ſpiritual, and 
ſuch as the prophetic ſoul of Iſaac had 
principally before him, in the com- 


Prehenſive idea of their future and 
happy eſtabliſhment, when they were 
0 longer o be ſtrangers and pil- 


grims 


5 ERM O N 8 
grims upon earth: for! in fact, in the 
ſtrict and literal ſenſe of his father Jl 

- grant, Jacob enjoyed it not z and 
was ſo far from being a happy man, 


that in the molt intereſting paſſages 
: of his life, he met with nothing but 
diſappointments and grievous affic- | 


5 tions. : 


Let us accompany him from the 
firſt. treacherous hour of a mother's 


N ambition 3 10 conſequence of which, 


he is driven forth from his country, 
and the protection of his houſe, to 
ſeek protection and an eſtabliſhment 
in the houſe of Laban his kinſman. 


In what manner this anſwered his 
expectations, we find from his own 


bebe. 


EE . A eo os 


th thee, — 
their young, ond he rams of thy Hock, 


3 SERMON vn. 


: dl remonſtrance to Laban, When 
he had purſued him ſeven day's jour- 


ney, and overtook him on mount 


Gilead. ſee him in the door of 
the tent, with the calm courage which 
Innocence gives the oppreſſed, thus ; 
e remonſtrating to his father-in-law «pon 
5 the . of his treatment. 


7 eſe twenty years that T have been 8 


-the yews have not caſt 


have J not eaten. T, hat which was 


vorn of beaſts, 1 brought not unto thee, X 


T bare the loſs of it; what was 


Halen by dey, or Polen by night, of my 


hands didf thou require it. Thus T Pod, 
Was: in the day the drought conſumed 


ank, and the froſt by night, and my fieep 


depart ed 


SERMON vn. 5 
Amen from my ches. Thus ith: 1 


Been twenty years in thy houſe —1 


ſerved thee fourteen years for thy two . 
daughters, and fix years for thy cattle; 
and thou hoſt 1 9 my ten 


Limes. 


S Scarce had he recovered from theſe | 
evils, when the ill conduct and vices 
0 his children, wound his? foul to 
Reuben proves inceſtuous, 
Judah adulterous,—his daughter - 
Oy Dinah 1 is diſhonoured, Simeon and 


= death. 


Levi diſnonour themſelves by treach- 


ery.— 


two of his grandchildren are 
ſtricken with ſudden death, — Rachael N 
his beloved wife periſhes, and in cir- 
cumſtances which embitter'd his loſs, 
——his won Joſeph, a moſt promi- 
ing 
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10 SERMON VII. 


ſing youth, is torn from view. by che 
envy of his brethren ; and to cloſe all, 
: himſelf driven by famine in his old Y 
age to die amongſt the Egyptians, a 
people who held it an abomination 
10 eat bread with him. Unhappy 
patriarch! well might he ſay, That 


few and evil had been bis days; the 


; anſwer, indeed, was extended beyond 5 
the monarch's enquiry, which was ſim- 
ply his age ;— 
look. back upon the days of his pil- 
_ grimage, without thinking of the ſor- 

rows which thoſe days had brought | 
along with them? all that was more 
in the anſwer than in the demand, 
was the overflowings of a heart ready 
to bleed afreſh at the recollection of 
What had befallen. 


but how could he 


is. 


— 
— . — oo en nee 


Y 
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3 
| 

; 
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8 E R NO N VII. Tx. - 
© Unwillingly does the mind diget 


the evils prepared for it by others ;— 
for thoſe we prepare ourſalves,—wc - 
eat but the fruit which we have planted. 
and watered :—a ſhattered fortune — 
a ſhattered frame, ſo we have but the 
. ſatisfaction of ſhattering them our- 
ſelves, paſs naturally enough i into the 
habit, and by the eaſe with which they > 
are both done, they ſave the ſpecti-- 
7. 20f& world of pity : but for thoſe like 
Jacob's, brought upon. him by the 
hands from which he looked for all 
his comforts, ———the avarice of a pa- 


rent, the unkindneſs of a relation, 


— ingratitude of a child, — 
they are evils which leave a ſcar ;- 5 
beſides, as they hang over the ls 
: of all 8 and therefore may fall upon 


any's 


9 A ** k TY 3 * 
8 aj 3 . p 
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any every locker on 585 an inte- == 
1 „ the tragedy ;- 


but then we 
1 are apt to intereſt ourſclyes no other- 
| _ wiſe, than merely as the incidents 
þ themſelves ſtrike our nas 

out carrying the leſſon further :- : 
5 ” in A word—we realize nothing :- : 


we ſign we wipe away the tear, — 
and there ends the ſtory of miſery, 
and the moral with it. 


5 * o . * 8 1 = e | 
— e 
4 — — p< PL 1s 4 


1 Let! us try to do better with this. [* 
F - | To begin, with the bad bias which . 
_ 5 gave the whole turn to the patriarchs 
: life. parental partiality——or pa- 
| [ rental injuſtice, it matters not by 
| what title it ſtands diſtinguiſhed — 
| . tis that, by which Rebekah planted K 3 
4 6. 8 ger in Eſau's breaſt; and an | 
3 eternal | 


> 


* 


8 E R M 0 N VII. 13 


eternal terror with i it, in her own, leſt 
_ the ſhould live to be deprived of them, 7 
both in one day — and truſt me, 
dear Chriſtians, wherever that equal 
balance of kindneſs and love, which 

| children look up to you for as their 
- natural right, 1 18 no longer maintained 


: —there will daggers ever be planted ; 3 
the ſen ſoall literally be ft at variance 
againſt bis father, and the daughter 
againſt ber mother, and the danghter-in- 
law againſt ber mother-in-law, —and . 


man's foes foall be * LA kis own hou pe : 
15 bold. . 


It was an excellent ordinance, as 


= well of domeſtick policy, as of equity, | 


which 


1 SERMON VI. 


which Moſes gave upon this head, in 7 


the 2 rſt of Deuteronomy. 


tt If « a man have two wives, one be- 
loved and one hated, and they | have born 
Him children, both the beloved. and the 
hated, and if the firſt born ſon be hers that 
d hated, then it ſhall be, when he maketh ES 
bis ſons to inherit that which he hath, 
that he may not make the ſon of the be- 5 


bored, fiſt born, before the ſon of the 


- bated which is indeed the firſt born,— 


but he ſhall acknowledge the ſon of be : 

bated for firſs born, by giving bim 5 
double portion of all that he hath. The 

evil was well fenced againſt——for tis 


one of thoſe which ſteals in upon the 


heart 
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SERMON VII. 15 


heart with the 1 Meng it courts 
| the parent under fo ſweet a form, 
that thouſands have been betrayed. by 
the very virtues which ſhould have 
preſerved | them. Nature tells the pa- 
rent, there can be no error on the ſide 
of affection but we forget, when 
Nature pleads for one, ſhe pleads for E 
= every child alike— and, Why | 
not her voice to be heard: 2 Solomon 
ſays 8, Oppreſſion will make a wiſe man 
mad, —— What will it do then, to a 
tender andi ingenuous heart, which feels 
itſelf neglected, too full of reve- 
rence for the author of its wrongs to 


- ſee, it ſits. down in 
a filence, robbed by diſcouragements, 
of all its natural powers to pleaſe, — 
born to ſee others loaded with careſies 


complain ? ? 


16 SERMON. vu. 


<A ſome uncheary corner it r ou 

—and with a 

. weight upon it's ſpirits, which it' s 
little ſtock of fortitude is not able to 
withſtandl, d droops | and pines 
ey Sed Vieim of Caprice! 


riſhes it's diſcontent, — 


We are unayoidably led here | into a 


family might have taught him: ſurely 


bekah had ſhewn to him, 1 in hers— 


5 : 


ode ey err — ts tr es —ͤ—ũ—I4ẽ— ¶ à—＋ — 
a , N 


reflection upon Jacob's conduct in re- 5 

gard to his ſon Joſeph, which no way 
1 correſponded with the leſſon of Wie. 

dom, which the miſeries of his own 


his eyes had ſeen ſorrows ſufficient on 
that ſcore, to have taken warning : 
and yet we find, that he fell into the 
ſame ſnare of partiality to that child 
in his old age, which his mother Re- 


3 


5 thing ?- 


SERMON vn. 17 


. Irael loved Joſeph mere than all lis 
children; becauſe he was the fon f kis 
old oge, and he made tim a cect cf mary 
0 Ifrael! Where was that 


colours. — 


 prophetick ſpirit which darted ith le 


into future times, and told each tribe a5 


-W here 
was it fled, that it cculd not a; d thee y 


| what was to be its far e d 


to look 0 little a way forwards, 28 to 
behold this coat of 22 coleurs, ſtained | 
; with blood? W hy were the tender 
emotions of a et, anguiſh hid 
from thy eyes? 


—and, W hy! 1s every 


96 that it pleaſes heav en 
to give us ro more ligbt in cur way, 


than will leave virtue in a poſieion of 


Th s recompence.— 


Ver. IV. | — ” Grant 
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| haſt marked out ;- 
more wide or a 1 


it 
8 truſt myſelf and the iſue of my jour- 
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occurrence in the patriarch's life.— 


18 SER MON. „ 


— Grant me, gracious Gop! to 


| 0 chearfully On, the road which thou 


24 with it neither 


con- 


tinue the light of this dim taper thou 
haſt put into my hands il 
5 kneel upon the ground ſeven times a 


day, to ſeek the beſt track I can with 


ney to thee, who art the fountain of : 


Joy, 


fort as $1 £0 along, 


Let us proceed to the ſecond great 


The impoſition of a wife upon him 8 
which he neither ware d for or 
loved. 


and having done that, * will — 


—and will ſing ſongs of com- 


2 en 6a tt, IR I 
ee RT 


5 loved. — 


5 all conjugel impoſitions now, 


of the diſappointed i in marriage 
collect all their complaints: 2 


s ERMON VI. ty 


And it came 70 paſs in the 


mernng, edel it was Leab! and le 


4 faid unto Laban, I, hat is this thet thou 


hoſt done unto me , Di d T no: 1 roe thee 


Jar Rank? IW herdf, cre then haſt theu 
nile meT ns 


This indeed! is out of the F lem of 


bur ö 
the moral of it 18 oe good; = the : 


: abuſe with the fame. complaint of Ja. 5 
cob's upon it, will ever be repeated, 55 
ſo long as art and artifice are ſo buſy 


as they are in theſe affairs. 


Liten, 1 pray you, to the  ſories 


hear 


their mutual reproaches; upon > wx 


0 


2 fatal 


20 SERMON vn. 


fatal binge do the areal: part of 


them turn? —““ They were miſtaken 


in the perſon.” Some diſguiſe either ; 
of body or mind is ſeen through in 


the firſt domeſtick ſcuffle; 


fair e PITIAgE. the very 


one which won the heart, 


nament of a meek and quiet riß falls 
off — 
ny have Laos 
: beguiled me? 


Be open 


ſelf for what you are; conceal nothing 


fair weapons will not do,— 


day: — when the night! is paſſed, f 


C 2 * 
* A ow». 2-0 
KS 


3 


—ſome 


—the or - 


I is not the Rachee! for ewhora 4 
, 9 2 toi. th en 


be honeſt: give your- 


—varniſh nothing, ——and if theſe 


better | 
not conquer at all, than conquer for 
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alle ever be the ſame ſtory,— 


fleſh and blood : 


5 ny over, and we awake in the morn- 
ing, it matters little whether tis Ra 


8 E R M 0 * VII: 21 


2 | 
it come to paſs, bekold i it Was Leah! : 


Tf ie heart beguiles itſelf in its 


choice, and imagination will give ex- 


cellencies which are not the portion OF 


chael or Leah,- 


-be the object Wha 8 


it will, as it muſt be on the earthly 
ſide, at leaſt, of perfection, it will 


fall ſhort of the work of fancy, whole 


exiſtenc e is in the clouds. 


10 ſuch caſes of deception, et not 


| man exclaim as Jacob docs ! in his,—_ 
| What is it thou haſt done unto me? 


for tis his own doings, and he has. 


8 nothing 


N e N err 
* - 7 7 2 r . > — 2 


—when the dream 5 


22 SERMON VII 


nothing to lay his fault on, but the 
| heat and poetick indiſeretion of bis 
own paſſions, „ 


[ know nct whether 'tis of any uſe, 
to take notice of this ſingularity in the 
Ppatriarch's life, in regard to the wrong 

he received from Laban, which was 
the very wrong he had done before to 
his father Iſaac, when the infirmities 
of old age had difabled him from di- 
ſtingviſhing one child from another: 
Art theu my very ſes Eſau? and he 
Heid, I am. Lis doubtful whether 
Leah's veracity was put to the lame 
1c, —bur beth ſuffered from a ſimi- 
Ituce of ſtratagem; and 'tis hard to 
ſay, whether the anguiſh, from croſs'+ 
ee, n ths breaſt of one brother, 


| R ? 5 ; 5 8 : 
5 3 might 


SERMON VIL = 


Mo” 
might not be as fore a puniſhment, a3. 
the diſqvietudes of croſs'd ambition 
anch re venge in the breaſt of the other. 


I do not fee which way the honour 
of Providence | 18 concerned Thi repay- 


ing us exactly in our OWN cod. 


re why a man ſhoul fall into that 
very pit, (and no oth er) * hi S 
has r e and d: Seed fer aubtber ina: 
time and chance may br ing ſuch iaci- 
dents about, and chere wants Noth 32) 
Püt that Jacob wn uid have been a 
bad man, to have made this a com- 


mon- Place text for fuch a doar: ine, 


IJ 


It is enough for us, that the beit 


we) 10 elcape evil, ie, in general, not 


to commit it ourſelves — and that 
C a 15 nen 


iO 


P rr 


24 SERMON VI. 


whenever the paſſions of mankind will 


order it o. herwife, to rob thoſe, at 


I-aſt, «bo love judgments, of the tri- 
umph ot finding it out, — That eur: 

travail 1 returned upen our beads, 

ard. car vicle 7 death "gs pon cur o . 


4 cannot conclude this diſcourſe, 
ithout returning firſt. to the part 


with which it ſet outs 


Dy Ot patri- 


arch's account to the Ling of Egypt, 
of the ſhortneſs and miſcry of his days: 
give me leave to bring this home 


to us, by a fingle refleion upon each. 


There is ſomething ſtrange in it 
that life ſhould appear ſo ſhort iz the 


anna yer fo long in the di 


Miſery 


bot we will exclude it,, 
i you'll find, tho' we all complain of 
the ſhortneſs of life, what numbers 


SERMON VI. 25 


Miſery may make it 2 won fay— 


-and till 


there are who ſeem quite over-ſtocked | 
with the days and hours of it, and are 
. continually ſending out into the high | 
ways and ſtreets of the city, to compel 
gueſts to come in, and take it off their 


| hands: to do this with i ingenuity and 
forecaſt, is not one of the leaſt arts 


and buſineſs of life itſelf 3 and they 


WhO cannot ſucceed in it, carry as 
many marks of diſtreſs about them, : as 


bankruptcy herſelf could wear, Be: as 


careleſs as we may, we ſhall not al- 
- ways have the power,——nor ſhall 

we always be in a temper to let the 
account run thus. When the blood 


15 


is cool'd, and the ſpirits, which have 


hurried us on through half our days, 


before we have numt ered one of them, 


are beginning to retire ;— 


dom will preſs a moment to be heard, 


—afflictions or a bed of ſickneſs ons 


ind their hours of perſuaſion— 


and, ſhould they fail, th ere is Ge 


tg yer behind, old age Vi ill. 


overtake us at the laſt, and with its 


trembling hand, hold up the glals to 


us, as it did unto the patriarch.— 


wait not, I befeech you, ti] then ;— 


take a view of your life now ; 


look back, behold this fair ſpace ca- 


pable of ſuch heavenly improvements 


all ſcrawhd over an d de face with 


i 


then wit- 


Dear inconſiderate Chriſtians / 


| 
8 

* 
a 


o by 
4 $4 
: 


| 
1 
5 


the years of our pilgrimage 


SERMON vll. 27 


I want words to ſay, with what 
r I think only of the reflections 


with which you are to ſupport your- 


e elves, in the decline of a! life ſo mi- 
ſerabl caſt away, ſhould it happen, 
as it often does, that ye have Rood. 
idle unto the eleventh hour, and have 


all the work of the day to perform 


when night comes on, and no one can 


Work. 


20 ly. As to the evil of the days of. 


ipe- | 


culation and fact appear at variance 


agam.— We agree with the Patri- — 


arch, chat the life of Man iS miſerabie; 


and yet the world looks happy enough 


and every thing tolerably at its 


. It muſt be noted indeed, that 


—— — — — — 
” 


R 7 
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the patriarch 1 in this account, ſpeaks 
merely his preſent feelings, and ſeems 
rather to be giving a hiſtory of his 


ſufferings, than a ſyſtem of them, in 
contradiction to that of the Gop of 


given us, — 


_— very thing has two > views. | 


T 


Love. Look upon the world he has 
—obſerve the riches and 
plenty which flows in every channel, 


not only to fatisfy the deſires of the 
| temperate, — but of the fanciful and 
wanton every place is almoſt a 
paradiſe, planted when nature was in 
: ber gayeſt humour. 


Jacob, and Job, and Solomon, gave 


Seach lieth 


g one ſection of the globe, — and this 
: repreſentation another: 
betwixt—or rather, good and evil are 
. mixed 
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mixed up together! ; which of the tud 
e is beyond our enquiry; ; 
—— but, I truſt—it is the good: 
„ gl As it renders the Creator of 4 
= world more dear and venerable to me; 
and ſecondly, Becauſe I will not ſup- 

= poſe, | that a work intended to exalt 
3 glory, ſhould ſtand in want of: 8 

logies. 


3 Whatever i is the proportion of mi- 
* fery 1 in this world, it is certain, that iT 
can be no duty of religion to increaſe 
the complaint. or to affect the 
praiſe which the Jeſuit's college of 
Granado, g gave of their Sanchez,— 
That tho? he lived where there was a 
very ſweet garden, yet, was never ſeen 
to touch a flower; and that he would 
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rather die than eat ſalt or pepper, or 
ought that might give a reliſh to his 
: meat. 


I pity the men whoſe natural plea- 
ſures are burthens, and who fiy from 
joy, (as theſe ſplenetick and moroſe 


 Touls do) as if it was really an evil in 
| 1 | 


itſelf. 


If there is an evil! in this e ti 8 


ſorrow and heavineſs of heart. — 


The loſs of goods,- 


of health, 


of coronets and mitres, are e only evil, 


taice tha 'F 


Poor 


the reſt is fancy, and dwelleth 
only in uy head of man. 
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heart were not enow- 


end of the world,: 


men do of other bad propenſit es. 


them, 
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Poor unfortunate creature Kt he 


3s! as if the cauſes of OK! in the 


—but he muſt 


fill up the meaſure, wh thoſe of ca- 
price; and not only 1 walk | in a vain 
ſhadow, — but diſquiet himſelf in 


W. e are a reſtleſs ſet of beings; ; and 


as we are likely to continue ſo to the 


the beſt 1 we can 


: a0 in it, 18 to mak de the ſame uſe of | 


: this part of our character, which wiſe 


when they find they cannot conquer 


they endeavour, at leaſt, to 


divert them into good channels. 


If 
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Af therefore we muſt be a follicitous f 


race of ſelf-rormentors,—ler us drop 
the common objects which make us 


5 ſo, and for Gov” 8 ſake be ſollicitous 
only to live well. 


SE R. 
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Ihe Parable of the 
RICH MAN and LAZARUS 
cConſidered. 


Vor. V. D 


Loxx Xvi. 37. 5 


bo And he je ſaid unto him.” I they bear not 
Miſes and the prophets, neither will 
they be perſuaded, % one ne foonld riſe | 8 
from Le dead. 5 


Es E words are the concluſion | 
X of the parable of the rich man 
and Lazarus; the deſign of which 
was to ſhew us the neceſſity of con- 
ducting ourſelves, by ſuch lights as 
Gop had been pleaſed to give us: the 

ſenſe and meaning of the patriarch's 


final determination in the text being 


. 
4 
| 
| 
| 
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| this, That they who will not be per- 


ſuaded to anſwer the great purpoſes of 


their being, upon ſuch arguments as 
are offered to them in ſcripture, will 
: never be perſuaded to it by any other 7 
means, how extraordinary ſoever ;—1f 

_ they hear not Moſes aud the prophets, nei 

_ ther will they be PO . one 

5 ſoould riſe from the dead- 


— Riſe from the dead! To what 


purpoſe ? What could ſuch a meſſen- 
ger propoſe or urge, which had not 
been propoſed and urged already ? 
the novelty or ſurprize of ſuch a viſit. 
might awaken the attention of a cu- 
rious unthinking people, who ſpent 


their time in nothing elſe, but to hear 
and tell ſome new hing but ere the 
wonder 


SE RM 0 N VIII. 37 
wonder was well over, ſome new won- 
der would ſtart up in its room, and 
then the man might return to the 


dead from whence he came, and not 
a 2 foul make one > Enquiry: abour him, 


concluſion of the affair. But to bring 
this matter ſtill cloſer to us, let us 
imagine, if there 1 is nothing unwor thy 
in it, that Gop in compliance with a 


curious world, —or from a better 


motive, - 


—in compaſſion to a ſinful 
one, ſhould vouchſafe to ſend one from 
the dead, to call home our conſcience ; 

Wc make us better Chriſtians, better 
citizens, better men, and better ſer- 


vants to Gop than what we are. 


D 3 | Now 


_This, 4 fear, would: be the: 
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Now bear with me, I beſeech you, in 


framing ſuch an addreſs, as I | imagine, 
would be moſt likely to gain our 


attention, and conciliate the heart to 


what he had to ſay: 8 great chan- 
nel to it, is Intereſt, - 


would let out. 


He might tell us, (after the moſt 
indiſputable credentials of whom he 


| ſerved) That he was come a meſſen- 
ger from the great GOD of Heaven, 


with reiterated propoſals, whereby 
much was to be granted us on his ſide, 


and ſomething to be parted with 
5 on ours: but, that, not to alarm us, 
— neither houſes, nor land, 
nor poſſeſſions; —'twas neither wives, 
or children, or brethren, or ſiſters, 
8 VVV 


—and there he 
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which we had to forſake ;- 


rational pleaſure to be given up ; z 


We had nothing to part with- 
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no 8 


| no natural endearment to be torn 


Hs | 


In a word, he would tell us, 


but 5 


0 what was not for « our intereſts to keep, 


—and- that was our Vices; which 


: brought death and miſery to our doors. 


He would: go on, and prove it by 


a thouſand arzuments, that to be tem- 
perate and chaſte, and juſt and peace- 

able, and charitable and kind to one 
| another, 


was only doing that for 


Curies ER which was moſt for 
our own; and that were we in a ca- 


Pacity of capitulating, with G 30D upon 


D 4 I hat 
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what terms we would ſubmit to his 


government, — he would convince 


us, twould be impoſſible for the wit 
of man, to frame any propoſals more 
for our preſent intereſts, than zo lead 
an uncorrupted life bo do the thing 
_ which is lawful and right, and lay ſuch 


reſtraints upon our appetites as are for 


the honour of human nature, and che 
refinement of human happineſs 


When this point was made out, 
and the alarms from Intereſt got over, 


the ſpectre might addreſs him- 
ſelf to the other paſſions——in doing 
this, he could but give us the moſt 


engaging. ideas of the perfections of 
Go. Or could he do more, than 
impreſs the moſt aweful ones, o of his 


majeſty 


whence we ſhall not return; ; 
during our ſtay, we ſtood accountable : 
to this wen who tho? rich in mer- 
cies, — 
ments; 


SERMON VIII. 4 


majeſty and power — be might re- 


mind us, that we are creatures but of : 


a day, haſtening to the pos from 


—that 


"I was terrible i in his judg- 
that he took notice of all 


our actions; that he was about 
our paths, and about our beds, and 
ſpied out all our ways; and was o 
pure in his nature, that he would pu- 
niſh even the wicked imaginations of-- 


the heart, and had appointed a day, 


wherein he would enter in to this en- 


quiry. — — 


He might add —— 


— 
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But what ? 
of an inſpired tongue, What could he 
add or ſay to us, which has not been 
' ſaid before? The experiment has been 


greater parado 
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with all the eloquence 


tried a thouſand times upon the hopes 
and fears, the reaſons and paſſions of 
men, by all the powers of nature — 
the application of which have been ſo 


great, and the variety of addreſſ. 8 (0 


unanſwerable, that there is not a 


that ſo good a a ſhould de no 


better recommended by its profeſſors, 


The fact is, mankind are not al- 


ways in a humour to be convinced. 


and ſo long as the pre- engagement 
with our paſhons ſubſiſts, it is not ar- 


gumentation which can do the buſi- 


neis; — 
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| neſs: ve may amuſe ourſclves with 
the ceremony of the operation, but 
| we reaſon not with the proper faculty, 
when we fee every thing in the ſhape 
and colouring, i in which the rreachery | 
of th e ſenſes paint it: and indeed, 
were we only to look into the world, 
and obſerve how inclin nable men are to 


defend evil, 48 well as to commit it; 


one would chink, at firſt. licht, 

they! cliey ec, that all diſcourſes of re- 

ligion and virtue were mere matters 
of ſpeculation, for men to entertain 
ſome idle hours with; and conclude 5 

very naturally, that we ſcemed to be 
agreed in no one thing, but ſpeaking 
wWell—and acting ill. But the trueſt 
comment is in the text,. — J F they hear 
not Miſes and the prophets, &c. 


If 


ſhall one riſe for their ene en ; 
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If they are not brought over to the 


| intereſts of religion upon ſuch diſco- 
veries as Gop has made — or has d 
enabled them to make, they will ſtand 
out againſt all evidence :— in vain 1 8 


was the earth to give up her dead 
*rwould be the ſame; — every man 
would return again to his courſe, and 


the ſame bad paſſions would produce 


the ſame bad actions to the end of che 
world. 


This is the principal leſſon of the 
parable; but I muſt enlarge upon the 
whole of it 


—becauſe it has ſome 
other uſeful leſſons, and they will beſt 


preſent themſelves to us as we go 
along. 


In 
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nacle of proſperity,— 
to happineſs— 
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In this parable, which | is one of the 


moſt remarkable in the goſpel, our 


Saviovs repreſents a ſcene, in which, 


by a kind of contraft, two of the 


- moſt oppoſite conditions that could be 
brought rogether from human lite, : are 
Pang of before our r imaginations. | 


The one, a man cxalted 4 the 15 


level of mankind, to the higheſt pl 


to riches— 


—1 . happineſs, — 


in compliance with the world, at's on 
2 ſuppoſition, that the poſſeſfon of 
riches muſt make us happy, when the : 


very purſuit. of them ſo warms our 


imagination, that we ſtake both body 


and ſoul upon the event, as if they 


were things not to be purchaſed at too 


dear 


— > anne — — — — — Ny — — 


wildom,— 


ouſly every day ;— 


mates could furniſh— 
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dear a rate, - They are the wages of | 


-as well as of tolly 


: bene was the caſe here, ! 15 1 
the purport of the parable — the 
ſcripture 18 er and fo ſhould we; 


it marks only his outward: condition, 


by the common appendages of it, in 
the two great at [ticles of V anity and 


Appetite to gratify the one, he | 


was cloathed in purple and finc linen : 


to ſatisfy the other, —fared ſumptu- 


and u pon every 


thing too we'll ſuppoſe, that cli- 


that luxury 
could invent, or the hand of ſcience 
could torture. 


Cloſe by his gates is repreſented an 
object whom Providence might ſeem 


8 0 


5 wreck of nature,. 
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to heve placed there, to cure the pride 
of man, and ſhew him to what wret- 
chedneſs his condition might be 
1 brought: a creature in all the ſhip- 


- he! pleſs, —un- 


done, —in want of friends, | in want 


of health, and in want of every 


thing 1 with them which his dittreſſes 5 
called for. 


In this ſtate he is deſcribed as deſir- 


ing to be fed with the crumbs which 


fell from the rich man's table; and 
tho” the caſe is not expreſsly put, that 
he was refuſed, yet as the contrary is 


not affirmed in the hiſtorical part of 


the parable, — or pleaded after by 


the other, that he ſhewed mercy to the 
miferable, we may conclude his re- 


queſt 
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queſt was unſucceſsful —— like too 
many others in the world, either ſo 
high lifted up in it, that they cannot 
look down diſtinctly enough upon 
the ſufferings of their fellow creatures, 
or by long ſurfeiting in a conti- 
3 courſe of banqueting and good 
cheer, they forget there is ſuch a di- 
ſtemper as hunger, 1 in the catalogue of 


human infirmities. 


Overcharged with this, and per- 
haps a thouſand unpitied wants in a 


pilgrimage through an inhoſpitable 
world, the poor man ſinks ſilently under 
bis burden. But good Gop ! whence 
is this? Why doeſt thou ſuffer theſe 
hardſhips in a world which thou haſt - 
made i ? Is it for thy honour, that one 


man 


* * 
1 
$6 
* 7 
* 
1 
3 
3 . 
9 
Tk. : 
x3 
ee 
2 
o x i 
: ES 
. r 
+ * 

. 5 . 
"MPS: 
INE 

* IFC] 

939 

1 
ALE. 

828 

TEES 

1 * 
1 

] ; 7 
_ 
8 

; 


* 
* 
+; 
4a 
(4 841 
we 
** * 
— 5 
77 
e 
„ 
. 1 
F5. 
7 
n 
Ty Y's 
1 
5 -— ** 
2 
1 
4 Fed ws. 
„ — 
1 12 
1 * > 4 
4 
J 8 
995 
; 


SERMON vo. 49 


man ſhould eat the bread of fulneſs, 
and ſo many of his own ſtock. and . 
5 lineage eat the bread of ſorrow 4 Z 

That this man ſhould go clad in pur- 
ple, and have all his paths ſtrewed 5 
with roſe-buds of delight, whilft ſo 


1any mournful paſſengers g0 heavily 


| long and paſs. by his gates, hang- 

ing down their heads? Is it for thy 
Glory, O G0. that ſo large a ſhade 
8 of 2 ſhould be ſpread acroſs thy 


works! or, Is it that we ſee but a 


part of thei; ? When the great chain 
at length is let down, and all that has = 
held the two worlds in harmony i is 
ſcen hen the dawn of that day 


approaches, in which all the diſtreſs- 


ful incidents of this Drama mall be 


anravePd ; —— when every man's caſe 


Yo IV. K-: ſhall 
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j — ſhall be reconſidered,- | 
thou be fully jide in all thy ways, 
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-then wilt 


"Z * z * A 
EG as EAI „ 
Tr „„ 
: 


p — — — 5 . ” 
— — — — — HERES Y * N 
— " — 2 2 Ws — = =» Tag-: r — — — — . 


i and every mouth ſhall be ſtopped. ; 
4 | After a long day of mercy, mif- 2 
bf 5 ſpent | in riot and uncharitableneſs, the ; 
[ Ei rich man died alſo the parable 4 
1 | adds,—and was buried ; — Buried 5 
} no doubt in triumph, with all the ill 1 
j timed pride of funerals, and empty 4 


decorations, which worldly folly 1 15 apt . ; 
to profticure upon thoſe occaſions. 1 


— ORon 


A — — n 


ee 
A 

2 $7 — 
” 2c. 


But this was the laſt vain ſhow; 
. the utter conclution of all his epicu- 
= rean grandeur ;——the next is a ſcene 


Of horror, where he 1s repreſented by 
our SAVIOUR, in a ſtate of the utmoſt. 
| milery, t from whence he is ſuppoſed. to 


lift 


Jife up his eyes towards heaven, and 
cry to the * Abraham for 
5 mercy. 


Aud Abraham ſaid, Son, remember 


that thou in oy we lime ee # by 


Love _ 


That he had received ks good 


l twas from heaven, and 
could be no reproach: with what ſeve- 
rity ſoever the ſcripture lpeaks againſt 
riches, it does not appear, that 3 
living or faring ſumptuouſly every 
day, was the crime gbjected to the 
rich man; or that it is a real part 


of a vicious character: the caſe might 


be then, as now: his quality and ſta- 


tion in the world might be ſuppoſed 
FF to 
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to be ſuch, as not only to have jul⸗ 5 
tified his doing this, but, in general, | 
to have required it without any impu- 

tation of doing wrong; for differences 


of ſtations there muſt be in the world, 


which muſt be ſupported by ſuch 


marks of diſtinction as cuſtom im- 


Poſes. The exceeding great plenty 
and magnificence, in which Solomon 
is deſcribed to have lived, who had 


ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of 


the, paſtures, and a hundred ſheep, 
beſides harts, and roebucks, and fal- 
low deer, and fatted fowl, with thirty 
meaſures of fine flower, and three {core 


| meaſures of meal, for the daily pro- 


viſion of his table ;- 3 all this is not 


laid to bim. as a ſin, but rather re- 
marked as an inſtance of God's bleſſ= 


ing 
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| to pernicious ends,— 
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ing to him and whenever theſe | 
things are otherwiſe, * tis from a waſt- - 
ful and diſhoneſt ee of them 2 


—and oft times, 


to the very oppolite ones for which | 

5 they were granted, ——t0 glad the : 
your. to Open It, and render | it more 
kind. 


And this ems to have been the 


foare the rich man had fallen! into 


and poſſibly, had he fared leſs ſump- 


ruouſly, —he might have had more 
Cool hours for reflection, and been bet- 
ter diſpoſed to have conceived an idea 


of want, and to have felt compaſſion - 
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A 


And Abraham ſaid, Son, remember 


that thou in thy life time received} thy 
good things, and likewiſe Lazarus evil 
Remember! ſad ſubject of 
recolle&tion! that a man has paſſed 
through this world with all the bleſſ- 
ings and advantages of it, on his fide, 


things. 


—favoured by Gop Almighty with 


ches;——beftlended by his fellow 
creatures in the means of acquiring 
them, — aſſiſted every hour by the 
ſociety of which he is a member, in 
the enjoyment of them—to remem- 


ber, how much he has received, 
how little he has beſtowed, 


that 


5 he has been no man's friend. 0 
one's protefior,—no « one's benefac- 


e Gop ! ! 


Thus 


be 
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Thus begging | in vain for himſelf, 
he is repreſented at laſt as interceeding : 
for his brethren, that Lazarus might 
be ſent to them to give them warning, 

and fave them from the ruin which he 
had fallen into ;— They have Moſes 
and the prophets, was the anſwer of 


the patriarch, ——let them hear them; ; 


but the unhappy man is repreſented, | 
as diſcontented with it; and ſtill per- 
ſiting. in his requeſt, and urging,— 
| Nay, father Abraham, but if one went 
| Veen the dead, they would repent. 


lie thought f— but Abra- 
ham knew otherwiſe — and the 
grounds of the 55 I have 
explained already, 


fo ſhall | proceed 


E 4 to 
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to draw. ſome other concluſions and 
leſſons from the n= 


And fr, our Savi OUR might fur. 
ther intend to diſcover to us by it, the 
dangers to which great riches naturally 
expoſe mankind, agreeably to what is 
| elſewhere declared, how hardly ſhall 


they who have them, enter into the 
- kingdom of heaven, 


The truth is, "they. are often too 
dangerous a bleſſing for God to truſt 
us with, or we to manage: they ſur- 
round us at all times with eaſe, with | 
nonſenſe, with flattery, and falſe 
friends, with which thouſands and ten 


i thouſands have periſhed they ate 


apt 
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apt to multi ply our faults, and treach- 
eroully to conceal them from us 


they hourly adminiſter to our tempta- : 
tions and neither allow us time 


to examine our faults, or humility to re- 
7 pent of them: — nay, what is ſtrange, do 
they not often tempt men even to covet- 
ouſneſs ; and tho amidſt all the ill | 
offices which riches do us, one would Z 
| laſt ſuſpect this vice, but rather think 
the: one a cure for the other; yet ſo it 


that many a man contracts his 


firs Upon the enlargement of his 


fortune, and is the more empty for 


being full. 


But there is leſs need to preach 


againſt this: we ſeem all to be haſten- 


ing to the oppolite extreme of luxury 
15 54nd 
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and expence : : we generally content 


ourſelves with the ſolution of it; and 
ſay, Tis a natural conſequence of 
a trade and riches—and there it ends. 


By the way, 1 affirm, there is a 
| miſtake i in the account; and that it 18 


5 not riches which are the cauſe of lux- 
ury. but the corrupt calculation of 
the world, in making riches the ba- 
lance for honour, for virtue, and for 
every thing that is great and good, 
which goads ſo many thouſands on 


with an affectation of poſſeſſing more 


than they have,. — 


of engaging in a 1 of ex pences 


they cannot ſupporr, : 


In 


-and conſequently 


» 1 


* 
1 
* 
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In one word, *tis the neceſſity of 


5 appearing to be ſomebody, 1 in order to 8 
be ſo——which ruins the world. 


This leads us to another Kn in 


the parable, concerning the true uſe 
and application of riches ; we may be 
ſure from the treatment of the rich : 
man, that he did not employ thoſe 7 
talents as Goo intended. — 


How Gop did intend: N - 
as well be known from an appeal to 
your own hearts, and the inſcription 
| you ſhall read there,— 


-as from any 


chapter and verſe I might cite upon 
the ſubject. Let us then for a mo- 
ment, my dear auditors! turn our eyes 
that way, and conſider the traces which 


even 
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even ke moſt inſenſible man may 
have proof of, from what he may per- 
ceive ſpringing up within him from 
ſome caſual act of generoſity; and 
tho' this is a pleaſure which properly 
belongs to the good, yet let him try 


the captive, or cover the naked with 
2 Pl garment, and he will feel what f is 


meant by that moral delight ariſing | in 


the mind from the conſcience of; a hu- | 
mane ation. 


But to know it right, we muſt call. 


upon the compaſſionate ; Cruelty 
gives evidence unwillingly, and feels 
the pleaſure but imperfecily; for this, 
like all other pleaſures, i is of a relative | 


bature, and conſequentiy the enjoy- ; 
mend 


e 


—let him comfort 


W 


; render that good, — 
individual; otherwiſe, tho? tis true 


it may be poſſeſſed, 
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ment of it, requires ſome qualifica- 
tion in the faculty, as much as che 8 


enjoyment « of any other good does ;— 


there muſt be ſomething antecedent i 
the diſpoſition and oe which will 


a good to that 


—yer | it never 
can be, enjoyed. 


| Conſider how difficult you would 


find it to convince a miſerly heart, 
that any thing! is good, which 1s not 
profitable ? or 4 libertine one, that 
| 50 ching! is bad, which! is s pleaſant? 


Preach. to a | volupruary, who has 


modell'd both mind and body to no 
other bappineſs, but good eating and 


 drink= 
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bid him taſte and fee ” 
Vor good God is: 


drinking,— 


—there 18 not an N 


invitation in all nature would con- 
found him like 1 Its: 


In a word, a man's mind: muſt be 


Ike your propoſition before i it can be 
reliſhed 5 and ? 'tis the reſemblance be- 
tween. them, which brings over his 
Judgment, and makes him an evidence 


on 0 your ſite, 


"Tis therefore not to the cruel,- 


tis to the merciful ;——to thoſe who 
rejoice with thoſe that rejoice, and 
weep with them that . 
we make this appeal :- 


tis to the | 


generous, the kind, the humane, that 


Jam 
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I am now to tell the fad ® ſtory of the 
fatherleſs, and of him who hath no 


helper, and beſpeak your alms: giving ? 
in behalf of thoſe, who know not 


how to alk for ! it themſelyes. 


—What can 1 fay more ?— 


your judgment,— 


audience, Z would not preſume to 


practiſe upon your paſſions : let it ſuf- 


fice to ſay, that they whom Gop hath | 
| bleſſed with the means, — 


abundant reaſon to be thankful to him, 


as the author of be: good gift, for 


* Chariy Sermon at St, Andrey's 5, Holborn. 


LET 


it 
1 a ale on which 1 cannot inform | 


Land in ſuch an 


and for 
whom he has done more, in \ bleſling : 
them likewiſe with a diſpoſition ; have 
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the meaſure he has beſtowed to them 
of both: 'tis the refuge againſt the 
ſtormy wind and tempeſt, which he 
has planted in our hearts; and the con- 
ſtant fluctuation of every thing in this 
world, force all the ſons and daughters 
of Adam to ſeek ſhelter under it by 
turns. Guard it by entails and ſettle- 
ments as we will, the moſt affluent 
plenty may be ſtripp'd, and find all 
its worldly comforts like fo many 
withered leaves dropping from us ;— 
the crowns of princes may be ſhaken, 
and the greateſt that ever awed the 
world, have looked back and mora- 
; bed upon the turn of the wheel. 


That which has happened to one, 


may happen to every man; and 
„ ä there- 


895 5 0 
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therefore, that excellent rule of our 


. Saviour, in acts of benevolence, as 
well as every thing elſe, ſhould go- 


vern us ;z——That whatſoever ye would 


that men full do to e. do 5 elſe g 
: unto them, 


Haſt how ever x laid upon the bed of 
languiſhing, or laboured under a di- 
temper which threatened thy life? 
Call to mind thy ſorrowful and pen- 
ſive ſpirit at that time, and fav, What 
it was that made the thoughts of i 
death fo bitter —if thou had'ſt chil- 
dren,— 


4 affirm i it, the bitterneſs of 
death lay there; 


if unbrought up, 
and unprovided for, What will be- 
come of them? Where will they find 
a friend when I am gone, who will 
eine,, ſtand 
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' ſtand up for them and plead their 
cauſe againſt the wicked? _ 


—— Bleſſed Gop ! to thee, who art 
a father to the fatherleſs, and a huſ- 
band to the widow I entruſt them. 


Tlaſt thou ever  foltiined any conſi- 
derable ſhock in thy fortune? or, Has 5 
the ſcantineſs of thy condition hurried 
thee into great ſtraits, and brought 
. thee almoſt to diſtraction? Conſider 


what was it that ſpread a table in that 
wilderneſs of thought, 


who made 


thy cup to overflow? Was it not a 
friend of conſolation who ſtepped in, 
— ſaw thee embarraſſed with ten- 


der pledges of thy love, and the part- 
ner of thy cares,- 


took them un- 
der 


% ö 5 


SERMON At. 7 


der his protection taten! ! thou 

wilt reward him for it 1——and freed 
thee from all the ein ing apprehen- 
Hons of a parent 8 love. 0 


Haſt thou 


hat how ſhall I a a queſtion | 
which muſt bring tears into ſo many 
| eyes: FHlaſt thou ever been wounded : 
in a more affecting manner ſtill, by the 


loſs of a moſt obliging friend,—or been 


torn away from the embraces of a 


. dear and promiſing child by the ſtroke 
of death ? 


nature 8 at i. but nature is the 
lame in all conditions and lots of life. 


A child thruſt forth in an evil 
hour, without food, without raiment, 
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E bereft of inſtruction, and whe: means 
ol its ſalvation, is a ſubject of more 
tender heart-aches, and will awaken 
every power of nature : — as we 
have felt for ourſelves, —let us feel for 
CrnrisT's ſake—let us feel for theirs : 
and may the Gop of all comfort bleſs 
vou. Amen. 
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Luke XIV. 10, 11. 
| But thou, co hen | thou art bidden, go and | 
fit down in the loweſt room, that when 


be that bad thee cometh, he may ſay to 
thee, Friend, go up higher, then ſhalt © 


thou hove worſhip in the preſence of 


them who fit at meat with thee : for 
whoſoever exalteth himſelf, all be 


abaſed; and be that humbleth Him- 
elf, ſpall be exalted. 


* is an exhortation of our Savi- 


 ouR's to Humility, addrefied by 


— way of inference from what he had 


ſaid in the three foregoing verſes of 
F 4 — the 
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the chapter; where, upon entering 
into the houſe of one of the chief 
Phariſees to cat bread, and marking 
how ſmall a portion of this neceſſary 
virtue entered in with the ſeveral 
gueſts, diſcovering itſelf from their 
chooſi ling the chief rooms, and moſt 
diſtinguiſhed places of honour ;—he 
takes the occaſion which ſuch a be- 
haviour offered, to caution them againſt | 
| Pride 3 
the paſſion ;——ſhews the dif appoint— 
ments which attend it the diſ- 


grace in which it generally ends; in 


ſtates the inconvenience of 


being forced at laſt, to recede from the 
pretenſions to what is more than our 
due; which, by the way, is the very 
thing the paſſion is eternally prompt- 
ing us to expect, When, therefore, 

thou 


— 


— . —— 


room: 
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thou art bidden to a wedding, ſays 
our SAVIOUR, ſit not down in the 


. higheſt room, leſt a more honourable 
man than thou be bidden of him; and 


he that bad thee and him, come and 


{ay to thee,— 


Give this man place: 


Bur chen when ths art bid- 


hard lecture! 


all up! and ſuffer inferiors to take 


my 


and thou begin with ſhame t to take the 
: loweſt room. GT 


: "ay go and fit down in the loweſt | 


-In the 
love room ? —— What, do 1 owe 


nothing to myſelf? Muſt I forget my 
ſtation, my character in life? Reſign 
the precedence which my birth, my 
fortune, my talents, have already 
placed me in poſſeſſion of? — give 


ä — — . 
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14 SERMON IX. 
my honour? Yes — for that, ſays 
our Saviovs, is the road to it: For 


when he that bad thee cometh, he will 
ſay to thee, Friend, go up higher , then 
fhalt thou have worſhip in the preſence 


| of them who fit at meat with thee ;— 


for whoſoever exalteth himſelf, ſhall be 5 
abaſed; and be that humbleth himſeif, 


: fall be exalted. 


To make good the truth of which 


declaration, it is not neceſſary we 


ſnould look beyond this life, and ſay, 
That in that day of retribution, where- 


in every high thing ſhall be brought 
low, and every irregular paſſion dealt 


» 


with as it deſerves; 


amongſt the reſt, (conſidered as a vi- 


cious character) ſhall meet with it's 


Proper 
wo 


that pride, 


diſhonour. 


SERMON 


h proper puniſhment of being abaſed, = 
and lying down for ever in ſhame and 


diſtant puniſhment, the execution of | 
which was to be reſpited to that day; 


things, and evidently verified! in every 
hour” 8 commerce of the world; from 
whence, as well as from our reaſoning 
upon the point, it is found, That 
Pride lays us open to ſo many morti- 


fying encounters, which Humility * in 


its own nature reits ſecure from, — 
that verily, e each of them, in this 
world, have their reward fa! 'thfully 
dealt 


* 
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lt is not neceſſary we ; 
ſhould look fo far forwards for the ac- 
compliſhment of this: the words ſeem 
not ſo much to imply the threat of a 


as the declaration of a plain truth 
PEE upon the natural courſe © 
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| dealt out by the paris workings of 
men's paſſions ; which, tho very bad 

executioners in general, yet are fo far 
juſt ones in this, that they ſeldom ſuf= 
fer the exultations of an inſolent tem- 


16. 8 ERMON I. 


4 £ Y | 


per to eſcape the abaſement, or the 
5 deportment of a humble one to fail of 


the honour, which each of their cha- 


racters do deſerve. 


In other vicious exceſſes which A 
man commits, the world (tho? it is. 


not much to its credit) ſeems to ſtand 


pretty neuter: if you are extravagant. 
or intemperate, you are looked upon 


as the greateſt enemy to yourſelf.— 
or if an enemy to the public, — at; 


leaſt, you are ſo remote a one to each 


indiy idual, that no one feels himſelf 


imme⸗ 
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immediately concerned in your puniſh- 
ment: but in the inſtances of pride, the Þ 
attack is perſonal: for as this paſſion can 
only take its riſe from a ſecret compart- 
ſon, which the party has been mak ing 
| of himſelf to my diſadvantage, every 
intimation he gives me of what he 
thinks of the matter, is ſo far a direct 
| injury, either as it with- holds the re- 
ſpect which is my due,——or perhaps 
denies me to have any ; or elle, which 


preſſes equally hard, as it puts me in 
mind of the defects which I really 
have, and of which I am truly con- 
ſcious, and conſequently think myſelf 
the leſs deſerving of an admonition : 
in every one of which caſes, the proud 


man, in whatever language he ſpeaks 
iii; it is expreſſive of this ſupe- 
| riority over me, either in che gifts of 
fortune, 
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Fortune, the advantages of birth er 
improvements, as it has proceeded 
from a mean eſtimation and poſſibly 
a a very unfair one of the like preten- 
ſions in myſelf, —the | attack, I ſay, 


18 perſonal; ; and has generally the fate 


to be felt and reſented as ſuch. 


80 that with regard to the preſent 
inconveniences, there is ſcarce any vice, 
« bating ſuch as are immediately pu- 
niſhed by laws, which a man may not 


indulge with more fafery to himſelf, 
than this one of pride ;- 


the hum- 
bleſt of men, not being 1o entirely | 


void of the paſſion themſclves, but 
that they ſuffer ſo much from the over- 
flowings of it-in others, as to make 


the literal accompliſhment of the text, 


| a com- 


a common intereſt and concern: in 


zich they are generally ſucceſsful, — 


the nature of the vice being ſuch, as 
not only to tempt you to it, but to 
afford the occaſions elf of its own 


humiliation. 
The proud man, - —ſee l- he is 
fore all over; touch Vl —you put 


him to pain: and tho of all others, 


he acts as if every mortal was void of 
all ſenſe and feeling, yet is poſſeſſed 


with ſo nice and exquiſite a one him- 
ſelf, that the ſights, the little ne- 


| glects and inſtances of diſeſteem, 


which would be ſcarce felt by another 
man, are perpetually wounding him, 
and oft times piercing bim to us very 


heart. 


5 | I would 
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fortune, the advantages of birth or 
improvements, as it has proceeded 
from a mean eſtimation and poſſibly 
a very unfair one of the like preten- 
 fions i in myſelf, the attack, I ſay, 
is perſonal and has generally the fate 
to be felt and reſented as ſuch. 


8ö that with regard 1 che preſen 
| inconveniences, there! is ſcarce any vice, | 
- bating ſuch. as are Immediately pu- 
niſhed by laws, which a man may not 


indulge with more fafery to himſelf, 
than this one of pride; 5 


—the hum- 
bleſt of men, not hls fo entirely 
void of the paſſion. themſclves, but 
that they ſu fer ſo much from the over- 

flowings of it in others, as to make 
the Iteral accompliſhment of the text, 


a com- 
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common ziateren and” concern : : in 


8 they are generally ſucceſsful, — 


the nature of the vice being ſuch, as 
not only to tempt you to it, but to 


afford the occaſions welt of its own 
| humiliation. 


The proud man,— 
ſore all over; touch him 


| he acts as if every mortal was void of 
all ſenſe and feeling, yet is poſſeſſed g 


with ſo nice and exquiſite a one him- 


ſelf, that the flights, the little ne- 
glects and inſtances of diſeſteem, 
which would be ſcarce felt by another 
man, are perpetually wounding him, 
a and oft times piercing him to his very 


Fe” 


—ſee I——he 1 is 55 
you put 
him to pain: and tho” af all others, 


commode me: 
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1 would not therefore be a proud 


man, was it only for this, that it 


ſhould not be in the power of every 
one who thought fit—to chaſtiſe me; 


— ny other infirmities, however 
unworthy of mes at leaft will not in- 


—ſo little diſcounte- ; 


nance do I frog given to them, that it 
is not the world's fault, if L ſuffer. by 


them but here 


if 1 exalt my- | 


ſelf, 1 have no lets of eſcaping ; 


—with this vice I ſtand ſwoln up 


in every body 8 way, and muſt una- 


voidably be thruſt back: Which ever 


way 1 turn, Whatever ſtep I 1 take un- 


der the direction of this paſſion, F- 


| preſs unkindly upon ſome one, and in 
5 return, mult Prepare my! ſelf for ſuch | 


; mor- 
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mortifying reputics, as will bring me 


- Yown, an nd make me go on my way 


5 forrowitg. 


2h 


This is from the natur re of things 


and the experience of life as far back 


2s Solomon, whole obfervar ion upon 1 5 


it was the ſame, — 


hold good, bat 2 gandur don . 


55 wii, and a baughty ſpirit b. fr: a fall. 


- 


Put not er ere ihvſe F forth 'D 7 
the pre cuce of the king, au tand nos 


in the place of great men :— Teſs bg ar, 
ter iS 11.— (which by the way is he 
very diſuchye in the text) betete 


is it, that it be aid unto thee, 75 


come u bigher, then that thou fault 


++ 


= put lower in the preſence of the 2 nee | 


_ zohom thine. eyes have ſeen, 


-and i "It vail er er 


You bi - --G Thus 


* 
—— — 2 * 


— IO 


Thus much for the illuſtration of 
this one argument of our Saviour” 8. 


againſt Pride: 


weakneſs of it, which his knowledge 
Of the heart of man might have ſug- : 

geſted; but as the particular occaſion. 
which gave riſe to this lecture of our 

10 Saviour” 8 againſt pride, naturally 


led him to ſpeak of the mortifications 


which attend ſuch inſtances . _ 


he then beheld :: 
the other arguments might be omitted, 


. which perhaps in a ſet diſcourſe would 
be doing injuſtice to the ſubjeck. 1 
ſhall therefore, in the remaining part 


of this, beg leave to offer ſome other 


conſiderations of a moral as well as 


'A religious nature upon this ſubject, as 


ſo 


there are many 
other Sende which expoſe the 


—for this reaſon 


42 
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ſo many inducements to check this 
weak paſſion in man; which, cho one 
of the moſt inconvenient of hi s infir- | 
# mities,—the 30! þ painful and diſcour- 
teous to ſociety, yet by a ſad fatality, . 
ſo it is, that there ore fer W VICtS, ex- 
cept fuch whoſc tempta ons are im- 
mediately ſcated in our nature s, to 
Which there is fo general a propen ity. 


| throughout the whole race. 


This had led ſome ſatirical pens to 
write, That all mank ind at the bottom 


were proud alike ;- 


differed from another, not ſo much 

the different portions which he | poſſe 
ſed of it, as in the different art and 
addreſs by which he excells 1 in the ma- 
nagement and diſguiſe of it to the 


OY world: 
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| world : . we | trample, no doubt too 


often, upon the pride of Plato's man- 
tle, with as great a pride of our own; 
yet on the whole the remark has more ; 
ſpleen than truth in it; there being 
thouſands, GY any evidence is to be 
allowed) of the moſt unaffected hu- 
; nility.”- and trueſt poverty of ſpirit, | 
Which actions can give proof of. Not- | 
withſtanding this, ſo much may be al- 
: lowed to the obſervation, That Pride 
is a vice which grows up in ſociety 
—ſteals in unobſerved 7 


10 inſenſibly ;- — 


upon the heart upon ſo many occa- 


lions; forms itſelf upon ſuch ſtrange 
_ pretenſions, and when it has done, 
veils itſelf under ſuch a variety of 
unſulpeRed appearances, —ſomerimes 


even under that of Humility itſelf in 


all 


* y 

p 1 
F 4 

1 ; 

8 » 

g oe! 

3 

* 

4 


treacherouſly feeds this humour, 
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* | 


all ölen caſcs, Sell. love, Yike a falſe 


G4. — 


friend, inſtead of checking, mot 


points out | ſome EXC Hence in every 


ſoul to! make him vain, and think m ore 


his! ghly of himſelf, than he ought to 


think; j= that upon the whole, ther 


15 no one weakneſs into which 7 


he: art of man is more eaſily betray'd d., 


— or whic! requi res greater helps 


of good ſenſe and good r inciples 5 to 
guard againſt. 


And firſt, the root from which ir 
2 


ſprings, is no inconſiderable dil credir 
0 the fruit. 


If you look into the beſt moral 


Writers, WO hare taken pains to {earch 


:G: 3 into 
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into the grounds of chis paflion.— 


they will tell you, That Pride is the 


vice of little and contracted fouls ; 


"| hat whatever affectation of greatneſs 


it gene rally wears and carries in the 


| looks, 78 0 always meanneſs j 
the heart of it ;——a haughty 150 


| an abje& temper, I believe, are much 
nearer a-Kin than they will acknow- 
edge; like Poor relations, they 
look a little ſhy at one another at firſt 
ſight, but trace back their pedigree, 
they are but collateral branches from 


the ſame ſtem; and there is ſcarce any 


one who has not ſeen many ſuch jia— 
ſtances of it, as one of our poets al- 


ludes to, in that admirable ſtroke he 


has given of chis 5 in his de— 
ſerip ption of a Pride «kich licks th aut. 
As 


ꝙ)— X.fJ 4 A. be — „ „%érkß ⁰ů „6 
— — — — — 2 A — W — — — — 
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As! it has mcauneſs at the bottom of 


it,— it is juſtly charged with having 

weakneſs there too, of w hich it gives 
the ſtrongeſt proof, in regard to the 
chief end it has in view, and the ab- 

ſurd means it takes to bring it about. 


Seu er a moment, W. hat 13 
it the proud n zan aims at? Why, 
—ſuch a meaſure of reſpect and de- 


ference, as is due to his ſuperior me- 
rit, Kc. cc. 


Now, good ſenſe and a kno wedge 
of the world ſhew us, hat | NOW much 
| ſoever of theſe are duet to a man, al- 
* lowing he has made a right calcula- 
tion they are Kill luc es of ſuch a 


nature, that they are not to be inſiſted 


64 upon: 


Sr 26.4 


, * 
... En Co CA 
8 


"A 1 1 
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upon : Honour and Reſpect muſt be 
a Free-will offering: treat them other- 


wiſe, and claim them from the world 
as a tax,. they are ſure to be with- 


held; the firit diſcovery of ſuch an 
_ expectation diſappoints it, and preju- 
vices your title to it for ever. 


To this ſpeculative argument of it's 


weakneſs, it has generally the ill fate 
to add another of a more ſubſtantial 

nature, which 18 matter of fact; thi at 
to turn giddy upon every little exalt: - 
tion, is experienced to be no leſs a 
mark of a weak lrain in the figura- 
tive, than it is in the literal ſenſe of 


the expreſſion— -in ſober truth, ': 
but a ſcurvy kind of a trick 4 


voluit Fortuna focari when Fortune 


in. 


. 
22 — — * 2 


"£3" "== 
. $4500; v 3 
m 


as ſhe can get him- 


| ſeldom introduce 8 10 alone— 


SER MON p IX. 89 


io one of her merry moods, takes a 


poor devil with this paſſion 1 in his head, 


and mounts him 9 7 all at once as high 


—for it is ſure 


e make him play ſuch Phantaſtick 
tricks, as to become the very fool of 
the co medy; and was he not a ge- 
neral benefactor to the world 1 in mak- 


ing it merry, 1 know not how Spleen 


could be pacified during the e 


tation. - 


A third argument acainſt Pride is 


= the natural connection! it has with vices E 
cf an unſocial aſpect: the eee = 


or Strife, or Revenge, or ſome inimi- 


with it; the proofs and reaſons of 
3 Which 


— Tarr es <> 
pager”, — 


= — 
— * — 


— N 
4 


4 ——— ——— — 
„ r —. ** 
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which 1 have not time to enlaroe on, 
and therefore ſhall ſay no more upon 
. this argument than this, — that was 


there no other, — yet the bad com- 


pany this vice is generally found 1 
would be ſufficient by iſelf to engage 


5 a man to avoid it. 


Thus mucl 1 for. the moral conſid ler- 


ations upon this ſubject; a great part 
of which, as they illuſtrate chiefly the 
inconveniencies of Pride in a ſocial 


light, n may ſcem to have a greater 


tendency to make men guard the ap- 


5 pearances of it, than conquer the paſ- 


ſion itlelf, and root it out of their na- 


ture: to do this effetually we mult 
add the arguments of religion, without 


which, the beit moral diſcourſe may 


prove 
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prove little better than a cold political 
lecture, taught merely to govern the 


paſſion ſo, as not to be ; imurious to a 
man's preſent intereſt or quiet; all 


which a man may learn to Practiſe 


: well enough, and yet at the lame time 
be a perfect firanger to the beſt part 
of humility, w hich implies not a con- 
cealment of Pride but an abſolute 
conqueſt over hs” firſt riſings of it 


which are felt in the heart of man. 


And firſt, one of the moſt perſua- 


ſiye arguments which religion otters to 


this end, 1 is that which ariſes from the 


ſeate and condition of our! ſelves, both 


as to our natural and moral imperfec- 
tions. It! 1s impoſſible 1 to reflect a mo- 
ment upon this hint, but wich a heart 

full 
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full of the humble exclamation, O 


God! what is man I- 


of nought ——a poor, e miſer- h 
able, ſhort-lived creature, that paſſes 


away like a ſhadow, and is haſtening 
off the ſtage where the theatrical titles 


and diſtinctions, and the whole maſk 
of Pride which he has worn for a day 


will fall off, and leave him na aked as 5 
neglected ſlave. Send forth your ima- 


gination, 1 beſecch you, to view the 


laſt ſcene of the greateſt and proudeſt 


who ever awed and governed the 
world —ſce the empty vapour diſap- 
pearing! one of the arrows of morta- | 
lity this moment ſticks faſt within 
him: ſee—it forces out his life, anc. 


freezes his blood and ſpirits 


Approach 


even 4 thing 


n A a 
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Approach his bed fat. 


lt up the curtain regard a mo- 
ment with Glence— 


are theſe cold hands. and pale 5 


ths. all that is left of him who Was 
canoniz'd by his own pride, or made 
Ag god of, by his flatterers 2 


0 my elt with what dreams haſt 


thou been bewitched ? how haſt thou 
been deluded by the objects thou haſt 
o cagerly woe at? 85 


IF this reflection from the natural 


Imperfection of man, which he cannot : 


remedy, does nevertheleſs ſtrike 2 
damp upon human Pride, much more 


muſt the conſiderations do bo, which 
e 
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ariſe Aiden the wilful deprayations of 
his nature. 


Survey yourſelves, my dear Chriſ- 
tians, a few moments in this light 


behold a diſobedient, ungrateful, in- 


tractable and diſorderly ſet of crea- 


: tures, going wrong ſeven times in a 


; day,— -aCting ſometimes every hour 


of 1 it nat your own convictions- 
your own intereſts, and the intentions 
of your Gon, who wills and propoſes 


nothing bur your happineſs and proſ- 


perity— 


furniſh you for Pride? how many 


does it ſuggeſt to mortify and make 
you aſbamed ?- 


of his upon it, T bat PRIDE Was not 


| made 


what reaſon does this view 


well might the ſon 
of Syrach ſay in that ſarcaſtical remark 
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but not for him- 


ſo inconteſted a truth ? 
thou haſt reaſons to be ER 
heaven's ſake, let us hear them 
Thou haſt the advantages of birth and 5 
title to boaſt of 
in the ſunſhine of court favour- 
thou haſt a l:rge fortune- 
talents- 


made for man — for ſome purpoſes, 


and for ſome particular beings, oy 5 


paſſion might have been ſhaped 


fancy it where 


you will, 'tis no where o Improper— 


tis in no creature fo unbecoming— 


5 ——Bur why ſo cold : an v aſſent, to 


N 


or thou ſtandeſt 5 


or 


= or much ſearning or na- 


ture has beſtowed her graces upon thy 


perſon— ſpeak n W hich of theſe 
foundations haſt thou raiſed this fan- 


” : ciful 
1 


r 


Or great - 


man do xn from his rank, 


greatneſs of thy fortune, 
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ciful firufture ?— Let us examine 


them. 


Thou art well born ;— then truſt 
me, *twill pollute no one drop of thy 
blood to be humble : humility calls no 


divets 


not princes of their titles; it is in 2 life 
what the clear-obſcur e is in painting; 


it makes the hero ſtep forth in the 


canvas, and detaches his figure from 


the group in which he would other- 


| wile ſtand confounded for ever. 


-then ſhew the 


If thou art rich 
or what 


is better, the greatneſs of thy ſoul in 


the meekneſs of thy converſation; con- 
: deſcend to men of low eſtate, — ſup- 


port 


* 
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port the diſtreſſed, and patronize the 


neglected. Be great; but let it be 
in conſidering riches as they are; as 


talents committed to an earthen vi fel 
That thou art but the receiver and 
that to be obliged and be vain too,. — 
is but the old ſoleciſm of pride and 
beg gary, which, tho? they often meet, 


et © ever make but an abſurd ſo- 
ciety. 


If thou art powerſul in intereſt, and 
; ſtandeth deified by a ſervile tribe of 
dependents, — v/ ny ſhoulc eſt thou be 
proud, 


becauſo they are hung; ry © ? 
—Scourge me ſuch ſycophants „ hey 


; have turned the heads of thoutan de as 
wiell as thine, —— 


Vor. IV“. II,. -. —Bat 


eminence — 
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But *tis thy own dexterity and 
ſtrength which have gained thee this 


— allow it ; but art thou 


proud, that thou ſtandeſt in a place 


where thou art the mark of one man's 


envy, another man's malice, or a third 


man's revenge. here good men 


may be ready to „ faſpect thee, and 


. © 


4 


aa. ae 32 


Wr 
: * 


tinction raiſed him, 


_ whence bad men will be ready to pull 
thee down. I would be proud of no- 
thing that is uncertain: Haman was | 
ſo, becauſe he was admitted alone =. 
queen E ther” $ banquet; and the diſ- 


but it was fifty 


cubits higher than he ever dream'd or 


thought of. N 


Let us paſs on to the pretences of 


learning, Kc. Kc. If chou haſt a lit- 
tle, 
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© 1 thou wilt be proud of it in courſe : 2 


if thou haſt much, and good ſenſe 


along with it, there Will be no reaſon 
to diſpute againſt the paſſion : a beg- 


garly parade of rem nants 15 but a ſorry 
ob eck of Pride at the elt but 


more 0, when We can cry out upon 


Aids! Maſter,— 


it, as the poor ma an did of his ha tcher, 


or it cas 


It is treaſon to ſay the ſame of Beau- 


ty, whatever we do of the arts and 


oOrnhaments with which Pride is wont 


to ſet it off: the we -akeſt minds are 


moſt caught with oth; being ever 


81. ad 0 win attention and credit from 


ſmall and ſlender accidents, thro' diſ- 


55 ability of purchaſing them by better 
means. In truth, Beauty bas ſo ma- 
ny charms, one knows not how to 
ſpeak againſt 1 it; and when it happens 

that a graceful figare is the habitation 
of a virtuous foul when the beauty 
of the f. ace ſpeaks out the moceſty and 


humility of the m ind, and the juſtneſs 


ef the proportion raiſes our thoughts 
up to the art and wiſdom of the great 
Creator, —ſomething may be allowed - 
it, ——and ſomething to the embel- 
iments which ſet it. off;—and yet, 
when the whole apology is read, ——it 
will be tound at laſt, that Beauty like 


'L ruth, never is ſo glorious as when it 
| goes the Plaineſt. 
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Simplicity 1 is the great frie end to na- 


ture, and if I would be pro ud of any | 
thing in this filly world, ic ould be 
© Wh: 5 honeſt 8 


- Conlider what has been kid) ; = 


may the Goo of all mercies and kind- 
neſs watch over your paſſions, and in- 
5 ſpire you with all humbleneſs of mind, 5 
meeFneſs, patience, and long Juferi NT 
Amen. 
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Marrurw xi. 29. 


Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly : 
in heart; aud Je Heal find ** unts 


your fouls. 


HE great buüliueld of 1 man, is 
the regulation of his ſpirit; the 
5 poſſeſſion of ſuch a frame and temper = 
of mind, as will lead us peaceably . 
through this world, and in the many 
weary ſtages of it, afford us, what we 
Mall be ſure to ſtand in need l, 
Felt u unto our .. | 
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Re unto our ul — tis 8 
all we want—the end of all our wiſhes 

and purſuits : give us a proſpe& of 
this, we take the wings of the morn- 
ing, and fly to the uttermoſt parts of 
the earth to have it in poſſeſſion: we 
ſeek for it in titles, in riches a and plea- 
ſures,—climb up after it by ambition, 


— come down again and ſcoop for 


is it, till after many miſerable exp 


riments, that we are convinced at 5 


we have been ſeeking every where for 
it, but where there was a proſpect of 
finding it; and that is, within our— 
ſelves, in a meek and lowly diſpoſition 
of heart. This, and this aue "008. 


—reſt, 
from 


give us reſt unto our ſouls ; 


try. a extremes; 
ſtill we are gone out of oy way, nor 


ſions which dif curb. our quiet :- 
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5 from chats turbu lent and havghty pr 


eft, from th le provocations and dil. 
ee of the world, and a 
train of untold evils too long to be re- 
counted, againſt all which this frame 
and preparation of mind is the beſt. 


a * 


protection. 


I beg you will g 2 along wich me in 
this argument. Cantidet how great : 
a ſhare of the uncafineflcs which take 
up and torment our thoughts, owe 
their riſe to nothing elſe, but the dil- 
poſitions of mind which are oppoſite 


to this character, 


With regard to the provocations 
and offences, which are unayoicably 


hap- 
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injury, 


inſtrument which has ſtruck him, - 
and excites that heat in the wound, 
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happening to a man in a commerce 
with the world, —take it as a rule, 
as a man's pride is,. — ſo is al- 


ways his diſpleaſure; ——as the opi- 


nion of himſelf riſes, ——fo does the 


ſo does his reſentment: ? 


this which gives edge and force to the 


which renders it incurable. 


| See how different t the caſe 1 15, with : 
the humble man: one half of theſe 195 


painful conflicts he actually eſcapes: 


the other part fall lightly on him :— 


he provokes no man by contempt; 


thruſts himſelf forward as the mark of 


no man's envy ; fo that he cuts off 
: the firſt fretful occaſions of the greateſt 
part 
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part of theſe evils; and for thoſe | in : 
which the paſſions of others would in- 
volve him, like the humble ſhrub in 
the valley, gently gives way, and 
ſcarce feels the 1 injury of thoſe ſtormy 
encounters which rend the proud ce- 


dar, and tear it up me ir s roots. 


If you conlider it, with regard to 
the many diſappointments of this life, 
which ariſe from the hopes of bettering 


our condition, and advancing in the 


world, —the reaſoning | 18 the ſame. 


What we expe&t— 
Portion to the eſtimate made of OUr- 
ſelves; when pride and ſelf. love have 
brought us in their account of this 
. matter,. we find, chat we are wor- 


thy 


is ever in pro- 
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thy of all honours—fit for all places Pl 
and employments :— 


as our expec- 


tations riſe and multiply, ſo muſt our 
diſappointments with them; and there 
needs nothing more, to lay the foun- 
dation of our unhappineſs, and both 
to make and keep us miſerable. And 
in truth theie is nothing ſo common 
in life, as to ſee thouſands, whom you 
would ſay, had all the reaſon in the 
world to be at reſt, ſo torn up and 
diſquicted with ſorrows of this cla ſs, 
and fo inceſſantly tortured with the 
| diſappointments which their pride and 
paſſions have created for them, that 
tho' they appear to have all the ingre- 
dients of happineſs in their hands, — 
they can neither compound or uſe 
them: — Hoy ſhould they? the goad 


18 
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18 ever ; in their ſides, and fo hurries 
them on from one expectation to an- 
-other, as to leave them no reſt day ar 

miaht . 


Humility therefore, rec ommends 
itſelf as a ſecurity againſt theſe heart- 
aches, which tho' ridiculous ſometimes 
in the eye of the beholder, yet are ſe- 
rious enough to the man who ſuffers | 


them; and T believe would make no 


inconſiderable account in a true cata- 


logue of the diſquietudes of mortal 


man: againſt theſe, 1 ſay, Humility 
1s the beſt defence. . | 


He dar is little in his own eyes, 
is little too in his deſires, and conſe- 
quently moderate in his purſuit of 


them: 
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leſs of all virtues. whatever,— 
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chem: like another man, he m 1 
in his attempts and loſe the point he 


but that is all, — he 
he loſes not his 


aimed at,— 
loſes not himſelf,- 
happineſs and peace of mind with it, 


even the contentions of the humble 
man are mild and placid.- 
: character! when ſuch a one is thruſt 


Bleſſed 


2 back, who does not Pit 5 him ? —when 
he falls, Who would not ſtretch out " 
hand to raiſe him up * 3 | 


And here, 1 cannot help ſtopping 


- im the midſt of this argument, to make 
A ſhort obſervation, which is this. 
When we reflect upon the character 
of Humility,- 
1 it ſtands the moſt naked and defence- 


We are apt to think 


the 
"wat 
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leaſt able to ſupport it's claims againſt 
the inſolent antagoniſt who ſeems. 

ready to bear him down, and all op- 
poſition which ſuch. a temper can 
| make. 


Now, i if we conf ger him as ſtand- 
ing alone. — n doubt, in ſuch a caſe 
he will be overpowered and trampled 
but if we 


upon by his oppoſer ;— 
: conſider th Ie ek and lowly man, as 
he is tenced and guarded by the love, 
the Sung and wiſhes of all man- 

kind,- -that the other ſtands alone, 
hated, di ſcountenanced, without one 
true friend or hearty well wither on 


his ſide; 4; 


we ſhall FRO reaſon. to change our 


— when this is balanced, 


opinion, and be convinced that the 
Vor- IV. 1 humble 


/ 


— * * 3 — — 
— — — —— . —— — — —— 2 Z ＋C.]WD * 


e , = N 
— — — 0 h —— 
3 ——— ar — 


his pride and fury. — 
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humble man, frengthened, with Rach: 
an alliance, is far from being ſo over- 7 
matched as at firſt ſight he may appear; - 


—nay I believe one might venture to 


go further and engage for it, that in all 

ſuch caſes, where real fortitude and 
true perſonal courage were wanted, he 
is much mot re likely to give proof of 
it, and I would ſooner look for it in 
ſuch a temper than in that of his ad- 
verſary. Pride may make a man vio- 
len, — but Humility will make him 


firm: 


you think, likely to come off with 


honour? he, who acts from the 
changeable impulſe of heated blood, 


and follows the uncertain motions of 


who ſtands cool and collected. in him: 
ſelf; 


and which of the two, do 


or the man 
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Gif; ba governs his reſentments, in- 
ſtead of being governed by them, and 
on every occaſion acts upon the ſteady 
motives of principle and duty. : 


But this by the way ; ; 8 —though 
S truth it falls 1 in with the main argu- | 
ment; for if the obſervation. is juſt, 
and Humility has the advantages where 
we ſhould leaſt expect them, the argu- 
ö ment riſes higher in be half of thoſe 


which are more apparently on it 8 fide. 


. all which, if the humble ma U 


finds, what the proud man muſt 
never hope for in this world, that 
is reſt to his foul, —ſo does he like- 
wiſe meet with ie from the influence ; 
ſuch a temper has upon his condition 
under the evils of his life, not as 

21 2 
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bring him no profit.— 
tain of the humble man riſes not as 
—he thinks 4 
how- 
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chargeab! e upon the vices of r men, but 
as the portion of his inheritance by 
the appointment of Gov. For if, as 
Job ſays, we are born to trouble as 
the ſparks fly upwards, ſurely it is he 
who thinks the greateſt of theſe trou- 
| bles below his fins,—and the ſmalleſt 
_ favours above his merit, that is likely 
to ſaffer the leaſt from the one, and 
enjoy the moſt from the other: tis he 
who poſſeſſes his foul in meekneſs, and | 
keeps it ſubjected to all the iſſues of | 
fortune, that is the fartheſt out of their 


He blames not the 


fun, though it does not ripen his vine, 
nor bluſters at the winds, though they 


-It the foun- 


hizh as he could wiſh,- 


1 
th, 
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ang; ande as 155 jaws of 1 nature e ſtill 35 


do their duty, that he has no cauſe 0 
complain againſt them. 


If diſappointed of riches—he knows | 

: the providence of Gop is not his deb- 

tor; that though he has received leſs 
than others, yet as he thinks himſelf | 


leſs than the leaſt, he has reaſon to be | 
thankful. 


If the world goes untoward with | 
the humble man, in other reſpects.— 
he knows a truth which the proud p 
man does never acknowledge, and that 
is, that the world was not made for 
bim; and therefore how little ſhare 
toever he has of its advantages, he ſees 
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an argument of content, in reflecting 


- how little it is, that a compound of 
fin, of ignorance, and frailty, has 
ee to expect. 


A ſoul this Tame and reſigned, is 
carried Tmoothly down the ſtream of 


providence; no temptations in his 1855 


ſage diſquiet him with deſire, —no_ 


dangers alarm him with fear: t. though 


open. to all the changes and chances 
of others, yet by ſeeing the juſtice 
of what happens —and humbly giv- 
though he is 


ing way to the blow, — 
ſmitten, he is not ſmitten like other 
men, or feels tae ſmart which they do. 


Thus n much far the doctrine of Hu- 
uiity ; let us now look towards the 
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It is obſerved by fore one, that” as 
pride was the paſſion through which ſin 
and miſery entered into the world, and 

gave our enemy the triumph of ruin- 

ing our nature, chat therefore the Son 

of Gon, who came to ſeek and to fave 
that which was loſt, when he entered | 
upon the work of our reſtoration, he 


began at the very point where he knew 
we had failed; and this he did, by 
endes zwauring o bring che ſoul of man 
be ack to it's original temper of Humi- 
b : fo that his firſt publick addreſs 
fro m the Mount begen with a0 lecla- 


V5; 


ration of blefitdneis to the poor in fp.- 


Fit ant zlimoſt his latt hi ortation 
in the text, was to copy the fair ori- 
1 


5 3 7 | 
e had fet them of this virtue, 


E 4. and 
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and to learn of him to be meek and lowly. 


in heart. 


It is the moſt unanſwerable appeal 5 
that can be made to the heart of man. 


is not credible but that every believer 


muſt receive ſome tincture of the cha- 


racter or bias towards it from the ex- 

ample of ſo great, and yet ſo humble 
a Maſter, whoſe whole courſe of life 

Was a particular lecture to this one. 
virtue and in every inſtance oft. 
ſhewed, that he came not to ſhare the 
pride and glories of life, or {well the 5 
hopes of ambitious followers, but to . 


caſt 


d .-- 


—and o perſuaſive and accommo- 
| auen to all Chriſtians, | that as much 
pride as there is ſtill in the world, it 
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caſt a damp upon them for ever, by 


—— 


— 


appraring himſelf rather a as a ſervant 
than a maſter, — 


-coming , AS he con- 
tinually declared, not to be miniſtred 
unto, but to miniſter ; and as the Pro- 

: phet had foretold 1 in that mournful de- 

ſcription of him,— 
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to have no form, 5 
or comelineſs, nor any beauty that they 
ſhould deſire him. . The voluntary 
meanneſs of his birth, 
of his life, - -the low offices in which 
it was engaged, in preaching 1 the Goſ- 


the Poverty 


pel to the poor, — the! inconveniences 
which attended the execution of i it, FC 
having no where to lay his head,- | 


all ſpoke the ſame language ;- z At 
| the Gov of truth ſhould ſabmit to the 
ſaſpicion of an impoſture :—his hum 
ble depor: ment under that, and a thou- 5 
, band 
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ſand provocations of a thankleſs peo- 
ple, ſtill raiſes this character higher; 
and what exalts it to 1ts higheſt pitch, 
— tender and pathetick proof he 
gave of the ſame diſpoſition at the con- 


| cluſion and great cataſtrophe of his 
ſuffering, when a life full of ſo ma ny 
f inſtances of f humility was Crowned with 
the moſt endearin: one of hun nbling bim. 
felf even to the death of the croſs ,— 
the death of a ſlave, - 


A rmalefadtor, | 


drag'd to Calo vary. without op- 


poſition, — inſolted without com- 


plaint.— 


—Bleſizd Jas us]! how can the man 
who calls vpon thy name, but learn of 
thee to be meek and lowiy in heart; 2 


bo v can he but Pro Jt when fack 


2 les 
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A leſſon was ſeconded by fuch an ex- 
ample ? Pn | 


Tf Humility ſhines fo bright in the 


character of CRHRI sr, ſo does it in that 
of his religion; the true ſpirit of which 
rends all the ſame way, —Chriſtianity,, 
when rightly explained and practiſed, 
is all meekneſs and candour, and love | 
and courteſy: and there is no one paſ- : 
Gon our Saviour rebukes o often, or 


with ſo much ſharpneſs, as that one, 


which is ſubverſive of theſe kind ef- ; 


fects, — and that 1 is pride, which in 
proportion as it governs us, neceſſa- 
rily leads us on to a diſcourteous opi- 
nion and treatment of others, —1 ſay 
necęſſari n. — becauſe tis a natural 


cor q ſe- : 


the character of the Phariſees : 
they truſted in themſelves, — *twas 


mo wonder then they deſpiſed others; | 
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conſequence, and the progreſs from 
the one to the other is unavoidable. 


This our - SAVIOUR often remarks | in 


This, I believe, might principally 


relate to ſpiritual pride, which by the 
way, is the worſt of all prides; and as 
it is a very bad ſpecies of a very bad 
paſſion, I cannot do better than con- 
clude the diſcourſe with ſome remarks 


In moſt conceits of a religious ſu- 


Periority, there has uſually gone hand 


in 
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be imputed ours- 
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in hand with it, another finey,— 
which — 1 ſuppoſe has fed it 


and that is, a perſuaſion of dome more 


than ordinary aids and inuminations 
from above. Let us examine this 


matter. 


That the influence and aſſiſtance of 


Gov's ſpirit in a way imperceptible to 175 


us, does enable us to render him an 
ac ceptable ſervice, we learn from ſcrip- 


rure—In what particular manner this 


18 elfected, 10 chat the act ſhall Mill : 


che ſcripture ſays we 


not: we know = the account is ſo; TE 
but as for any ſenſible demonſtrations 


of it's workings to be felt as ſuch 


within us — the word of Gop is ut- 
terly ſilent; nor can that ſilence be 


ſup- 
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ſupplied by any experience. 
have none; unleſs you call che falſe 


pretences to it ſuch.— 
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We 


ſuggeſted by 


an enthuſiaſtic or diſtempered fancy. 
As expreſsly as we are told and Pray 


for the inſpiration of Gop's ſpirit, — 


tions of our own reaſon: and as firm 
ly as moſt Chriſtians believe the ef- 
feds of them upon their hearts, 1 
may venture to affirm, that ſince the 


there are no boundaries fixed, nor can 
any be ever marked to diſtinguiſh 
them from the efforts and determina- 


promiſes were made, there never was 


a chriſtian of a cool head and ſound 


judgment, that in any inſtance of a 


change of life, would preſume to ſay. 


which part of his reformation was ow- 


ing to divine help,— 
9 


or which to 
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S ERMON X. 8 
the operations of his own mind; or 
who, upon looking back, would pre- 
tend to ſtrike the line, and ſay, “ here 
it was that my own reflections 
ec ended;”—— and at this point the 
ſuggellions of the ſpirit of Gop began 
to take place. 


However backwards the world has 


been in former ages in the diſcovery 


: of ſuch penny: as Gop never m eant us _ 


ceſsful in our own days . 
ſands can trace out now the impreſ- 
ſions of this divine intercourſe | in them 


ſelves, from the firſt moment they 


received it, and with ſuch diſtinct 


intelligence of it's progreſs and work- 


lings, 


-we have been more ſuc- 
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| 9s, as to require no evidence . It's 


truth. 


It muſt be owned, that the preſent 


age has not altogether the honour of 
this diſcovery ;—there were too many 
grounds given to improve on in the 
religious cant of the laſt century 

| when the in- - comings, en- dwelling 725, and 
cus. lettings of che Spirit, were the 
ſubjects of ſo much edification ; and. 
when, as they do now, the moſt illi- 
terate mechanicks, who as a witty di- 
vine ſaid of them, were much fitter 
to make a pulpit, than get into one, — 
were yet able ſo to frame their non- 
ſenſe to the nonſenſe of the times, as 


to Hoget an opinion in their followers, 


not 
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5 not only that they pray'd and preach'd 


by inſpiration, but that the moſt com- 
mon actions of their lives were ſet 


about in the Spirit of the Logo. 


The tenets of the quakors (a harm- 
leſs quiet people) are collateral de- 
ſcendents from the ſame enthuſiaſtic | 
original; and their accounts and way 


of reaſoni ing upon their inward light 


and ſpiritual worſhip, are much the 


fame; which laſt they carry thus much 


further, as to believe the Holy Ghoſt 


comes down upon their aſſemblies, and . 
todes them without regard to condi- 


tion or ſex, to make interceſſions with ; 


unutterable groans .. 


80 that in fact, the opinions of me- 


thodiits, upon which I was firſt enter- 
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ing, is but a republication with ſome 
alterations of the ſame extravagant 
conceits; and as enthuſiaſm generally 
ſpeaks the fame language in all ages, 
*tis but too ſadly verified in this; for 
tho! we have not yet got to the old 
terms of the in-comings and 1 in-dwel- 


lings of the ſpirit,— —yet WC have 


aer 6 to the firſt feelings of 1 its enter- 
ance, recorded with as particular an 
exactneſs, as an act of fil iation.— 5 
fo that numbers will tell you the iden- 
—the day of the month, 


tical place, 
and the hour of the nigh t, when the 


ſpirit came in upon them, and took 
| 3 of their hearts. 


No W there i 18 this | inconv enicnce on 


our ſide, That there is no arguing 
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with. 2 frenzy of this kind; Jos? un- 
leſs a repreſentation. of the caſe, be a 


confutation of | it's folly to them they | 


muſt for ever be led captive. by a de- 
luſion, from which no reaſoner can re- 
: deem them: for if you ſhould enq dire 


upon what evidence ſo ſtrange a per- 
ſuaſion! 18 grounded 2. 


you, They feel 1 it iS fo, — —If you ” 
reply, That this is no conviction to 8 
you, who do not feel it like them, and 
therefore would w. h to be fati isfied by 
what tokens they are able to diſtin- 
_ guiſh ſuch emotions from thoſe of 


—they will tell 


fancy and complexion? they will en- 5 


ſwer, That the manner of it is la- 
communicable by human language, — 
but ? tis a matter of fact, 


its operations as 1 ard dittinct, as 


they tecl | 
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imagination is heated, 
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the natural ſenſations of pleaſure, or 


| the pains of a diſorder'd body. And 


ſince I have mention'd” 4 diforder'd 


body, I cannot help ſuggeſting, that 
amongſt the more ferious and deluded 
of this ſect, tis. much to be doubted | 
whether a diforder'd body has not oft 
times as great a ſha re in letting | in theſe 


conccits, as a d diforde er d mind. 


When a _ diſconfolared FOR 


ing creature is terrified from all enjoy- 


ment, —prays without ceaſing till his 


fats and 


mortifies and mopes, till his Day 5 


im as bad a plicht as his mind; is it a 


wonder, that the mechanical diſtur- 
bances and conllicts of an empty belly, 
interpreted by an emp y head, ſhould 

be 
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be "iſteol for workings of a diſſer- 


ent kind from what they are, 


that in ſuch a ſituat! 10n, where the 


mind firs upon the watch for ext 0 


dinary occurrences, and the | imagina- 


tion is pre- engaged on its ſide, is it 
ſtrange if every commotion ſhould 
help to fix him in this malady, and 
make him a fitter tu! Jett for the treat- 


ment of a Phyſicia an than a Divine. 15 


In many caſes, they ſeem f much 
above the Kill of e! ither, that unleſs 


Gop in his mercy rebuke. this lying 
ſpirit, and call it back, — 


on and perſuade millions into their 


dettruction.— — 
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5 Profe 7/ ing thenſtves to 1 wiſe, ty be- 


came N 


HERE i is no one project to e 
the whole race of mankind 1 is ſo 
univerſally a bubble, as to that of being : 

thought Wiſe; and the affectation of 9 


it is ſo viſible, in men of all com- 


95 plexions, that you every day ſee ſome 
one or other ſo very fallicitous to 


eſta bliſn the character, as not to al- 
low himſelf leiſure. to do the things 


which fairly WIN it; 


more 
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more art and ſtratagem to appear o 
in the eyes of the world, than what 
would ſuffice to make him ſo in truth. 


It is owing to the force of this de- 


fire, that you ſee in general, there is 

no injury touches a man fo ſenſibly, | 
as an inſult upon his parts and capa- 
| city : tell a man of other defects, that 
he wants erding induſtry or appli- 


with patience. —Ney you may go 


further : take him in a proper ſeaſon, 


you may tax his morals,— 


tell him he is irregular | in his conduct, 


——xaſſionate or revengeful in his 


nature, —looſe in his principles; ; 


deliver it with the gentle -neſs of a 
6 triend, — poſſioly he'll not only 
ear 


—he will hear your reproof 


you may 
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bear with you,- 
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—but, if i ingenuous, : 


he will thank you for your: lecture and 
- promile a reformation ;= 


—but hint, | 
- hint but at a defect i in his intel- 


eau touch but that ſore place, | 
from that moment you are look d 


upon as an enemy ſent to torment him 
before his time, and in return may 


reckon vpon his reſentment and il 


will for ever; ſo that in general you . 


will find it fafer to tell a man, he is 


a knave than a fool,- 


—and ſtand a 


better chance of being g forgiven, for a 
proving he has been wanting in 4 


point of common honeſty, than a a point 1 
of common ſenſe. 


Strange fouls that we are! as if to 


hve well was not the greateſt argu» 
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ment of Wiſdom Ds as if what 5 | 8 
= reflected upon our morals; Te 
; e all reflect upon our under- 
ſtandings! 


This, however, is a refletion we 
make a ſh ft to overlook in the heat 
of this purſuit ; and tho we all covet 
15 this great character of Wiſdom, there 
is ſcarce any point wherein we betray 
more folly than in our judgments con- 
cerning it; rarcly bringing this pre- 
cious ore ei ther to the teſt or the bal- 
la ance ; and tho? 'tis of the laſt conſe- 
quence not to be deceived in it, —we 
generally take it upon truſt, ſel- 
dom ſuſpected the quality, but never 
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the quantity of what has fallen to our 
lot. So that however inconſiſtent a 
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| man mall be in bit opinions of this, 


and what abſurd meaſures ſoever ne 
takes in conſequence of i it, in t e con- 
duct of his life, —he till "Uo REP 8 
fort to his ſoul; and like Sclomon, 
when he had leaſt pretence for | it, —in 
: the midſt of his nonſente will cry out 


-T. bat G11 my wiſdom re- 


and ſay,- 


mainety with me. 


Where then is wiſdom to be found 2 


and where is the place of underſtand- 5 


ing? 


The politicians of this world, pro- 


Heng themſelves wiſe, — admit of no 


other claims of wiſdom brit the know- 
ledge of men and buſineſs, the 1 under. 


ſtanding the intercſts of ſtates, 


—the 
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| intr igues | 
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intrigues of courts.— 
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the finding out 
the paſſions and weakneſſes of foreign 


miniſters, —and turning them and 
all events to their country” $ glory 2nd 


Not ſo the litle man of this 


world, who thinks the main point of 
5 Ws, is to take care of himſelf; 


to be wiſe in his generation z- 


to make uſe of the opportunity whilſt 
he has it, of raiſing a eng and 


- Far wide is 
the ſpeculative and ſtudious man(whoſe 


ae n in the clouds) from ſuch little 


ideas: -wifdom dwells with him 


in Bading out the ſecrets of nature; 


ſounding the depths of arts and 8 


5 Kiences ;——mcafuring the heavens 3 


J telling 


SERMON XI. 143 


telling the number of the ſtars, and 


calling them all by their names: 9 


that when in our buſy imaginations 
we have built and unbuilt again God's 
freries in the heavens, 


have found out the point whereon to 
fix the foundations of the earth; Y and 5 
In the language of the book of Job, 
have ſearched out the corner ſtone 
th ercof, we think our titles to wiſdom 
built upon the ſame baſis with thoſe | 


of our knowled; ge, end that c they will 5 


| contir ue for ever. 


The miſtake of theſe pretenders, is 


ſhewn at large by the Apoltle, in the 


CHAPLEr from which the text IS tokens 
- Profeſ effi 2 themſelves Wisk, — 


in which expreſſion (by the : nay) St. , 
Wn, Paul 
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"Pat 18 thought to allude to the va- 


nity of the Greeks and Romans, who 


being great encouragers of arts and 


extraordinary heights, conſidered all 
other nations as Barbarian 5, in reſpec 
of themſelves; and amongſt Rn. 
| particularly the Greeks, the men of 
ſtudy, and enquiry, had aſſumed to 
themſelves, with great indecorum, the 
title of the Wiſe Men, 


With what parade and oftentation 
ſoever this was made out, it had the 
fate to be attended with one of the 


moſt mortifying abatements Which 


could happen to wiſdom; and that 
was an ignorance of thoſe points which 


moſt concerned man to know. 


This 


which they had carried to 


4 
4 
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This he ſhews from the general ſtate 

of the gentile world, in the great article 
0 their miſconceptions of the Deity 


and, as wrong notions produce 
wrong actions. — of the duties and 
ſervices they owed to him, and in 
courſe of what they owed to one ano- 
ther. 


For tho', as he argues in che fore- 


The inviſible things 
of him from the creation of the world 
might be clearly fern and eſo, by 
40t * things that are made; that i is, 
-Tho' Gon by the cleirett diſco- 
very of himſelf, had ever laid before | 


going verſes, 


mankind ſuch evident proofs of his 


eternal Being, —his infinite powers 


and perſe&tions, ſo that what is to be 
Sm 4 - known 
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known of his inviſible nature, might 
all along be traced by the marks of his 


- and the viſible frame 
-yet ſo 


= goodneſs, - 
__— and order wy the world: 


utterly were they without excuſe, 
that tho' they knew Gop, and faw 
his image and e in every 
part of his works, — yet they glorified 
bim not.——S0 bad a uſe did they 
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this great diſcovery, that inſtead of 
adoring the Being thus manifeſted to 
them, in purity and truth, they fell 
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corruptible Ged, into an image made 
ite unto corruptible men, —to birds. 
to four footed beaſts and creeping things ; 
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they Zecame j fools — AW their 58 
wiſdom was but a more glittering kind 


of ignorance, and ended in the moſt | 
GCiſhonourable of all miſtakes, —in 
ſetting up fictitious gods, to receive 
12 e their adoration and 


The foren of religion being thus 


poiſoned, — 


upon them in the fol! owing words, 
where he deſcribes the heathen world 


as full of all unrighleot ee, forni- 


cation, covetouſaeſs ,—maliciouſneſs, p 


de- 


full of f murder, 


envy, 
bate, - malienity —vhiſperers,— ö 
backbiters, — haters of Gop, 
proud, 5 —boaſters, — inventors of 
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no wonder the ſtream 
ſhewed it's effects, which are charged 
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4 | TP evil SO a diſobedient to parents, 


without underſtanding, without 
—implacable, — 
-Gop | in heaven defend 


10 Cabs 
unmerciful!. 
us from ſuch a catalogue 
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But theſe diſorders, if fairly con- 
fidered, you'll ſay, have in no ages : 
ariſen ſo much from want of light, as 
a want of diſpoſition to follow the 
light which Gop has ever imparted: | 
1 the law written in their hearts, 

was clear and expreſs enough for any 
. creatures, and would have 
directed them, had they not ſuffered 

their paſſions more forcibly to direct 
them otherwiſe: that if we are to 
judge from this effect, namely, the 
: corruption of the world, the ſame pre- 
judice 
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zdice- will recur even againſt the 
Chriſtian religion; ſince mankind have 
at leaſt been as wicked in later days, 
as in the more remote and imple 
ages of the world ; and that, if we 
may truſt to facts, there are no vices 
which the apoſtle fixes upon the hea- 
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then world, before the preaching of 
the goſpel, which may not be pa- 


ralleled by as black a catalogue of 
vices in the Chriſtian world ſince. 


This neceſſarily brings us to an en- 
quiry, Whether Chriſtianity has done 
the world any ſervice? and, How 
far the morals of it have been. made 

better fince this. ſyſtem has been em- 
'braced? 8 


: 5 | 1 
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In litigating this, one might oppoſe 
facts to facts to the end of the world, 
without coming one jot nearer the 
point. Let us fee how far their miſ- 
takes concerning the Deity, will throw 
light upon the ſubject. 

That there was one ſupreme Being | 
who made this world, and who ought. 
to be worſhipped by his creatures, is 
the foundation of all religion, and ſo 


obvious a truth in nature, —that | 
Reaſon, as the Apoſtle acknowledges, 
was always able to diſcover it: and 
| yet it ſeems ſtrange, that the ſame fa- 
culty which made the diſcovery, ſhould 
be ſo little able to keep true to its own 
judgment, and ſapport 1 it long againſt 


the Prejudices of wrong heads, and 
the 
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the propenſity of weak ones, towards 


idolatry and a multiplicity of gods. 


For want of ſomething to have 
gone hand in hand with reaſon, and 
fixed the perſuaſion for ever upon their 


minds, that there was in truth but one 

Gov, the Maker and Supporter of. 
Heaven and Earth, —infinite in wil- f 
dom, and knowledge, and all perfec - 


| tions; 


Ot f theſe attributes inherent in the God- 


head, and divide and ſubdivide them 


again amongſt deities, which th 1eir own 


dreams had glven ludſtance to; 


his eternal power and dominion 5 
celꝰd out to gods of the land, 


gods of the lea, — to gods of the 
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how ſoon was this ſimple 
idea oft and mankind led ro diſpoſe 
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infernal regions ; ; whilſt the great Gon 
of gods, and Lonv of lords, who 
ruleth over all the kingdoms of the 


world, — =who i 15 ſo great that nought 


48: able to controul or withſtand his 
pow er, was ſuppoſed to reſt contented 
with his allotment, and to want power 5 


to act within ſuch parts of his empire, 
as they diſmembered and aToned ro 
others. ** 


If the number of their gods and 
this partition of their power, would 
leſſen the idea of their majeſty, What . 
muſt be the opinions of their origin ? 
When inſtead of that glorious deſcrip- 
tion, which Scripture gives of „ The | 
« Ancient of Days who inkatiech-- 
46; eternity, — they gravely aſſigned 
: parti- 
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particular times and places for the | 
births and education of their gods; * 
4o that there was ſcarce a hamlet or 
even a deſert in Greece or Italy, which _ 
was nor rendered memorable by ſome 


favour or accident of this kind. 


"And: what rendered ſuch conceits | 


the more groſs and abſurd,- 


they were produced by fleſhly parents, 
and accordin gly, they attributed to them 
corporeal ſhapes and difference of ſex: 
and indeed in this they were a little 
conſiſtent, for their deities ſeemed to 
partake ſo much of the frailties to 
which fleſh and blood is ſubject, that 


their hiſtory and their pedigree were 


they 
ſuppoſed not only that the gods they 
| worſhipped had a beginning, but that | 
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much of a piece, and might reaſon- 
ably claim each other. For they im- 


puted to them not only the human 


defects of ignorance, want, fear, and 
the like, but the moſt unmanly ſenſu- 
alities, and what would be a reproach 


to human nature, 


adulteries, rapes, inceſts; and even in 
the accounts which we have from the 


ſublimeſt of their poets,— 


their jealouſies, their ungovernable 


tranſports of choler,—nay, even their 


ſhed? 


—ſuch as cruelty, 


-what are = 
they, but anecdotes of their e 
amongſt themſclves,—their intrigues, 


thefts, their drunkenneſs, and blood- 


Here let us ftop 4 moment and en- : 
quire, what Was s Reaſon doing all this. 


time, 


S ERMON NI, 1455 
time, to be ſo miſerably inſulted and 
abuſed? Where held ſhe her empire 
whilſt her bulwarks were thus born 
down, and her firſt principles of reli- 
gion and truth lay buried under them! r- 
If ſhe was able by herſelf to regain the 
power ſhe had loſt, and put a ſtop to 
this folly and confuſion, —wh did 
the not? If ſhe was not able to reſiſt 
this torrent alone, — the point 18 given 


up—ſhe wanted aid; and revela- DE 
by tion has given *. 


But tho' reaſon, you'll ſay, could 
not t overthrow theſe popular miſtakes, 
yet it faw the folly of them, and ; 
Was at all times able 

them. Or 


to dif prove 
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No doubt it was; and it is certain 
too, that the more diligent enquirers 


after truth, did not in fact fall into 
theſe abſurd notions, which by the 
Way, is an obſervation more to our 
purpoſe than theirs, who uſually make 


it, and ſhews that tho? their reaſon- 
ings. were good, that there always 


: wanted ſomething which they could 
not ſupply to give them ſuch weight, 
as would lay an obligation upon man- 

kind to embrace them, and make that 


to be a law, which otherwiſe was but 
an opinion without force. 


Belides,— 


- * 


- which is a more direct 

tho *ris true, the ableſt 
men gave no credit to the multiplicity | 
, o gods. (for they had a religion 


for 


\ 


y ; 
+ 
1 

mM 


nies of religious worſhip. 
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for themſelves, and another for the po- 
pulace) yet they were guilty of what 

in effect was equally bad, in holding 
an opinion which neceſſarily ſupported ; 
theſe very miſtakes, — namely, that 
as different nations had different gods, 
it was every man's duty (I ſuppoſe 
more for quietneſs than principle's 
ſake) to worſhip the gods of his coun- 
try; which by the way, conſidering 5 
their numbers, was not ſo eaſy a taſk, | 


Which claimed the rites and ceremo- 8 


for what with celeſtial gods, and 
. 7 aerial, terreſtrial and infernal, 
with the goddeſſes, their wives and 
| miſtreſſes, upon the loweſt computa- 
tion, the heathen world acknowledged 
no leſs than thirty thouſand deities, all 
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o SER a XI. 
But, *twill be ſaid, 500 the 
bulk of mankind were under ſuch de- 


lufions, —— they were {till but ſpecu- 


lative. — 


gy and more abſtracted points, 


| nefied with It. 


There is no need, 


that the everlaſting laws of juſtice and 8 
5 mercy ſhould be fetched down from ö 


above, 


f from more obvious mediums 
they were as neceſſary for the ſame 
good purpoſes of ſociety then as now; 
and we may preſume they ſaw their 


intereſt and purſued it. 


That the neceſſities of ſociety, and 


the * impoſtbilries of its ſubſiſting 


other 


practice? however defective in their 


their morality was no way con- 


—fince they can be proved 


above,. — 
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otherwiſe, would point out the con- 


venience, or if you will, — the duty 


of ſocial virtues, is unqueſtionable :— 
but I firmly deny, that therefore re- 
ligion and morality are independent of 
each other: they appear ſo far from 
it, that I cannot conceive how the 
one, in the true and meritorious ſenſe. 
of the duty, can act without the in- 
_ fluence of the other: ſurely the moſt 
exalted motive which can only be de- 
pended upon for the uniform practice 


of virtue, — 


| Gght we with to render ourſelves ac- 

ceptable: this will operate at all times 

and all places, —in the darkeſt clo- 
es . 


muſt come down from 
from the love and imitation 
of the goodneſs of that Being in whoſe 
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ſet as much as on the greateſt and moſt. 


public theatres of the world. 


=. 


But with different conceptions 5 . 
the Deity, or ſuch impure ones as 
they entertained, is it to be doubted 


whether in the many ſecret tryals of 


our virtue, we ſhould not determine 
our caſes of conſcience with much the 
dame kind of caſuiſtry as that of the Li- 
bertine in Terence, who being engaged 
in a very unjuſtifiable purſuit, and 


happening to ſee Aa Picture which 10. 
preſented a known ſtory of Jupiter 


in a like tranſaftion, — argued the 

matter thus within himſelf, If the 
great Jupiter could not reſtrain his 
appetites, and deny bimſclf an indul- 
: 6 8 | gence. 


5 
1 
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gence of this kind 0 Homuncio, 
boc non facerem? ſhall I a mortal. — 
an inconſiderable mortal too, cloath'd 
with infirmities of fleſh and blood. — 
pretend to a virtue, which the F ather 
of gods and men could not? * hat 
inſolence FE 


The concluſion was natu ral e enou gh; 
and as ſo great a maſter of natute 
puts it into the mouth of one of by 
principal characters, no doubt the lan- 
guage was then underſtood; it was 
copied from common life, and was 


not the firſt application which had 
been made of the ſtory. 


A l ſcarce admit of a queſtion, 
Whether vice would not na turally 


Y OL, IV. M grow 


© 


162 SE ZR M ON, x 


ow bold upon the credit & ſuch an 
example; or whether ſuch impreſſiblis : 
did not influence the lives and morals 
of many in the heathen world; and 
L had there been no other proof of it, 
but the natural tendency of ſuch no- 


tions to corrupt them, it had beet 
ſufficient reaſon to believe it was ſo. 8 


No b there is | ſaſiclent: room 
for amendment in the chriſtian world, 
and we may be ſaid to be a very cor- 
rupt and bad generation of men, con- 
ſidering what motives we have from 
the purity of our religion, and the 
Toney. of 1t's ſanctions to make us bet- 
yet ſtill I affirm, if theſe re- 
; ftraints were taken off, the world 


ter: 


| would be infinitely worſe 25 and tho? 
: ſome 
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eo Ft 
ſome ſends of morality ade he pre- 
ſerved, as it was in the heathen world, 
T with the more conſiderate of us, yet 
. in general I am perſuaded, that the 
bulk of mankind upon ſuch a ſuppo- 
fition, would ſoon come to live With- 
out Gob in the world, and in a ſhort 
time differ from Indians themſelves i in 
little elſe but their complexions. 


8 If after all, the chriſtian religion has 
not left a ſufficient proviſion again} i 
the wickedneſs of the world, - 


the ſhort and true anſwer | is ; this, T hat : 
there can be none. 


KA is ſufficient to leave us without 
excuſe, that the excellency of this in- 
M : = .-:Rtiry- 


a 
. 
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ſtitution in its doctrine, its precepts, 
and its examples, has a proper ten- 

dency to make us a virtuous and a 


happy people; 


addreſs to our hearts to win them to 


-every page is an 


theſe purpoſes ; —— but as religion 
was not intended to work upon men 
by force and natural neceſſity, but by 
moral perf! dy which ſets good and 8 
—ſo that if men 


evil before them, 
ha ve Poet. to PR the evil and chuſe 


the good, —and will abuſe it. 


Religion | 


this cannot be avoided. 
£ver implies a freedom of. es and 

all the beings in the world Which 
. have it, were created free to ſtand 
and free to fall; and therefore 
men who will not be perſuaded by 


this way of addreſs, muſt expect, and 
be contented to be reckoned with ac- 
cording to the talents they have re- 


f ceaved. 
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ADVERTISEMENT: 


ready appeared in the body of a mo- 


ral work, more read than underſtood, 

the Editor begs pardon of thoſe Wo 
have purchaſed it in that ſhape, and 
in this alſo, for being made to pay 


: twice actually for the ſame thing. 


kb caſe is cm) but it 
was judged that ſome might better 
like it, and others. better underſtand 
it juſt as it was preached, than with 
the breaks and interruptions g given to 
the ſenſe and argument as It ſtands 


there offered to the world. 


= kk was an Ale Sermon, preached 
in a the Cathedral Church at York, and 
wrote 


S the following Sermon upon | 
Abuſes of Conſcience, has al. 


ä 
2 E ð d A ea 
, 


tee did ˙²˙ 2 ER BEI lots ter re 


ſ 
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wrote by the ſame hand with the others 
in theſe four volumes, and as they are 
| probably the laſt (except the ſweep- 
ings of the Author's ſtudy after his 
death) that will be publiſhed, it was 
thought fit to add it to the collection, 
—where moreover it ſtands a chance 
of being read by many grave people 
: with a much fafer conſcience. 


8 All the Editor „ne is, Thar this 
may not after all, be one of thoſe _ 
many abuſes of it ſet forth i in what he 8 | 
is now going to read. | = 
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Hrasrws 3 xiii, 18. 


. doe mat We e have 4 good 
e 


R U 5 T !- 
good Conicienee! F 


you u wil ſay, if there i no any Thing in 


this life which a man may depend 


upon, and to the knowledge of which = 


he 1s capable of arriving upon the 


moſt indiſputable evidence, it muſt be | 
this very Ginger Whether he has 


a good doe e or no. 


If a man thinks at All he cannot 


well be a ſtranger to the true ſtate of 
| this 7 


Tra we | have A 
— Surely. 


— — 
OO . 7 49>. DIC BIEN _— — 
3 ” 2 ME 4 


this account ; 


muſt remember his paſt purſuits, and 


Know certainly the true ſprings and 
| motives, which, in general, have go- 
vern'd the actions of his-life. 


In other matters we may be deceiv'd 


by falſe appearances 3 ; and, as the wiſe 
man complains, Hardly do de gueſs 
: arigbt ot the things that are upon the 
earth, and with labour do we find the 
things that are before us :——but here 
the mind has all the evidence and facts 
within herſelf ion is conſcious of the 
web ſhe has WOVE t=——— knows its 
texture and ſineneſs, and the exact 75 


Mare which every paſſion has had in 


working upon the ſeveral deſigns, 
5 | = which 


He mult} be privy to 
his own thoughts and defires——He 


which virtue or vice has plann'd be- 


elſe but the knowledge which the mind 


ment, either of approbation or cen- 
fure, which it unavoidably makes up- 9 


very terms of the propoſition, When 
ever this inward teſtimony goes againſt ©. 


4 man, and he ftands ſelf-accuſed, — 
that he muſt neceſſarily be a guilty : 
man. And, on the contrary, when _ 
the report is favourable on his lide, 
and his heart condemns him, not. > 
that it is not a matter of truſt, as * 
| Apoſtle intimates, but 1 matter ol 
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Now. as Conſcience is nothing 5 


has within itſelf of this; ; and the judg- : 


.# 
on 1 the ſucceſſive actions of our lives, ©. - - 8 
tis plain, you will ſay, from the 


& : 


cer- 


ture endowed it: 


= certainty and fact, that the a 
18 good, and chat the man muſt be be 200 
alſo. 


At firſt fight, this may ſeem to be 
a true ſtate of the caſe; and I make 
no doubt but the knowledge of right | 
and wrong is fo truly impreſs'd upon 

the mind of man; that, did no ſuch 

thing ever happen, as that the con- 
ſcience of a man, by long habits of 
: fin, might (as the Scripture aſſures us, 
it may) inſenſibly becomes hard; and, 
like ſome tender parts of his body, by 
much ſtreſs, and continual hard uſage, 
loſe, by degrees, that nice ſenſe and 
perception with which Gop and na- 
Did this never ö 
. was it certain that ſelf- 
„ „ bee 


ſacred court: 
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ove. could never hang the leaſt bias 
upon the judgment or that the little 
Intereſts below could riſe up and per- 
plex the faculties of our upper regions, 
and encompaſs them about with clouds 
and thick darkneſs :- 
thing as favour and affection enter this 


did WIr diſdain to 
take a bribe in it, or was aſhamed to 5 


ſhew its. face as an advocate for an | 
unwarrantable enjoyment —0r, laſtly, ” 
| were we aſſured that INT EREST ſtood | 
always unconcern'd whilſt the cauſe 
was hearing, —and that Passion ne- 
ver got into the judgment ſeat, and 
pronounced ſentence in the ſtead of 
reaſon, which is ſuppoſed always to 
preſide and determine upon the caſe: 15 
was this truly ſo, as the objection: 
ME e mg 


could no ſuch 
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#76 SERMON XI. 
mult ſuppoſe, no doubt, then, the re- 
- ligious and moral ſtate of a man would 
be exactly what he himſelf eſteemed 
it; and the guilt or innocence of 
every man's life could be known, in 
general, by no better meaſure, than 
the degrees of his own approbation o or 
: cenſure. 


E own, in one caſe, whenever a 
man's Conſcience does accuſe him (as ; 
1t ſeldom errs on that fide) that he 18 
guilty: ; and, unleſs in melancholy and 
hypochondriac caſes, we may ſafely 
pronounce that there is always ſulfi- 
cient grounds for the accuſation, 


But, the converſe of the propoſition 


| will not hold true, — namely, That | 
5 where- 


: 
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Ve wherever there is ouilt, the Conſcience T 


muſt accuſe; and, 1 it does not, that 
5 man 's therefore innocent—-=This . 


is not fact: ſo that the common 
conſolation which ſome good chriſtian | EY. 

or other i 15 hourly : adminiſtring to: | 
himſelf, ——Thart he thanks Gov, his 

| mind does not miſgive him; and that, 


conſequently, he has a good Con- 
ſelence, becauſe he has a quiet one — 
As current as the inference 1s, and as 
infallible as the rule appears at firſt 
ſight, yet, when you look nearer to 
My and try the truth of this rule upon 
Plain facts, you find it liable to ſo 
much error, from a falſe application 
of it :—the principle on which it goes 
| Jo often perverted the whole force 


of It loſt, and ſometimes fo vilely ca . 
Vor. = 7 AWAY: 


vin, 51 i it ĩs Sainfolt to Fat en the 


common examples from human life, 
which confirm this account. 


A man ſhall is vicious and utterly | 


debauched in his principles; excep- 


tionable in his conduct to the world: 


ſhall live ſhameleſs, —in the open 


i commiſſion of a fin which no reaſon 
or pretence can juſtify a fin, by 
which, contrary to all the workings of 
humanity within, he ſhall ruin for 
ever r the deluded partner of his guilt 3 
—rob her of her beſt dowry; 


and not only « cover her own head RY 


diſhonour, but involve a whole virtu- 


ous family in ſhame and ſorrow for 


her fake. Surely, — — you'll think, 
conſcience muſt lead duch a man a 


 trouble- : 
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Wente Sent life le can have no 


reſt night or day | from i 1ts reproaches. 


Abbe Conf ience had ſome thing 
elſe to do all this time than break in 

upon him: as EI fab reproached the | 
god Baal, this domeſtic God, was ei- 
ther talking, or purſuing, or was in 
2 journey, or, peradventure, He fre opt 5 
| end could not be awoke. Perhaps he 

was gone out in companys with Ho- 
NOUR, to fight a duel;——to pay off 
ſome debt at play . Ar an- 
nuity the bargain of his luſt. -Per- : 


haps, Conſcience all this time was 
_ paged ar home, talking aloud tot 
petty larceny, and executing venge- 


ance upon ſome ſuch puny crimes as 
bis fortune and rank, in 1 life, ecured 


; - of 


N 2 


him 
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him againſt all temptation or com- 
mitting: 0 that he lives as mer- 
e as ſoundly i in his bed ; 
nd, at the laſt, meets death wich 
as ach unconcern, - — — perhaps, 


much more ſo than a much better 
f man. 5 


Another is ſordid, unmerciful ;— 


5 a ftrait- hearted, feli wretch, inca- 


pable either of private friendſhips, or 5 


: publick ſpirit. —Take notice how he 
paſſes by the widow and orphan in 
their diſtreſs ; and ſees all the miſeries 
incident to human life without a ſigh. 
or a prayer. Shall not Conſcience 

| riſe up and ſting him on ſuch occa- 

ſions? No. — Thank Gov, there is 


no occaſion, * I pay every man his 
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0 own, —T kave no fornication to 


anſwer to my Conſcience, no faith- 


. 


leſs vows or promiſes to make up, 
1 have debauch'd no man's wife or 

« child. Thank Gb am not as 
other men, adulterers unjuſt, or 


0 even as this libertine Who ſtands 
before me. E 


G\ 


K 


A third is crafty and deſigning i in 
his nature. 3 iew his whole life, 
'tis nothing elſe but a cunning 


contexture of dark arts and unequita- 
ble ſubterfuges baſely to defeat the 

true intent of all laws, plain dealing, 
and the ſafe Role of our ſeveral 


propertics - You will ſee ſuch a: 


75 HS Weg out a frame of little 


deſigns upon the ignorance and per- 
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Plexitie of the poor and needy 1 man: 


— Shall raiſe a fortune upon the in- 


experience of a youth, — or the un- 


ſuſpecting temper of his friend, who 


would have truſted him with his life. | 


When old age comes on, and repen- 
tance calls him to look back upon this 


black account, and ſtate 3 it over again 


with his Conſcience- 


penalty or forfeiture incurr'd —— 
5 ſces no ſcourge waving over his head, . 


— What! is there to affright his 


| Conſcience ? —— Conſcience has got ö 
ſafely entrench'd behind the letter of 
b the | law, fits there invulnerable, forti- 

Ne wr i ora 8 "Het 


Henieſenee 
looks into the Statuter 3 at + Langu, 
finds perhaps no expreſs law broken Th 


what he has done ʒ- perceives — 


or f prion opening its gate upon | 


2 ye ER 
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fied with caſes and reports ſo rangly' 
on all ſides, that 'tis not preach- 
ing can diſpoſſeſs it of its hold. 
oo Another ſhall want even this re- 
_ fuge, — 


remony of flow chicane z ſcorns the 
doubtful workings of ſecret plots and 
Banne trains to bring about his pay 
poſe. — See the bare- facd vill ain 


how he cheats yes, perjures, robs, 


—horrid ! But indeed 
| much batter: was not to be expected 


5 murders, — 


in this caſe.- 
in the dark 1 | 


—The poor man Was 


all he bad” let him HED x; it was, 
That he muſt believe in the Pope . — 


go t9 mals; 3 


croſs himſelf 7 tell 


„„ ah his 


— hall break thro? all this Ces | 


— His prieſt had got . 


vg 22 x 
_— 9 * 
3 232 


What? if he perjures?— 


5 a wound irfelf?. 25 
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his beads; — be a good Cathohc; 
and that this in all conſeience was 
enough to carry him to heaven: 
—Why, 

; — be had a mental reſervation in 


But if he 1s ſo wicked and aban- 


— a wretch as you repreſent him, 


Conſcience on every ſuch act, receive 
Bot the Z 


AS 


wound digeſts there, and will do well 
enough, - 


| quite healed up by abſolution. 


0 Pen! W ha haſt thou to an- 
ſwer for 9. 


the too many natural and fatal ways 
_ thro Which the heart is cvery day 
| thus- 


If he robs, or murders, will not 


—and in ſhort time be 


when not content with 


7 things, — 
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din treacherous to itſelf above all 


this wide gate of deceit before the 
face of this unwary Fraveller,——too 
apt, Gop knows, to co aſtray of Him- 
ſelf, and confidently ſpeak peace 
Ld his ſoul, when there 1 1s no peace. - 


Of this the common inſtances, 
which | have drawn out of life, are 
too notorious to require much evi- 
dence. If any man doubts the reality 
of them, or thinks it impoſſible for 5 
man to be ſuch a bubble to himſelf, — 
1 muſt refer him a moment to his re-- 
flections, and. ſhall then venture to 
truſt the appeal with his own heard. 
Let him conſider in how different a 
degree of deteſtation, aumbe rs: of 
wicked 


thou haſt wilfully ſer open 


; CCC — E £436 Digits 3 
. [ I * 7 * , L * 


of his robe, we rea 
ſmote him for what he had done. 
| But, in the matter of Uriah, where 
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wicked actions ſtand there, though 
_ equally bad and vicious in their own 
natures——he will ſoon find that ſuch 
of them as ſtrong inclination or cuſ- 
tom have prompted him to commit, 
are generally dreſs'd out and painted 
with all the falſe beauties wich a ſoft | 
and a flattering hand can give them; . 
: and that the others to which he feels 
no propenſity, appear, at once, naked 
and de: formed, ſurrounded | with all 
the true circumſtances of folly and 
diſhonour. 


When David ſarprized Saul ſleep- 


ing in the cave, and cut off the ſkirt 


we read, his heart 


K faith- 


him not. 
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4 faithful and gallant ſervant, whom 


he ought to have lov'd and honour'd. = 


fell to make way for his luſt; where 
8 Conſcience had ſo much greater reaſon 


—his heart ſmote 
A whole year had almoſt 


to take the  alarm,— 


paſſed from the firſt. commiſſion of 
= that crime - 


to the time Nathan. 


was ſent to reprove him; and we read: | 
not once of the leaſt forrow « or com-- 
punction of heart, which he teſtified! 
during all that time, ior what he had 


done. 


Thu e this once able 
monitor, — placed on high as a judge 


Within us, — and intended, by our: 
Maker, as a juſt and equitable one: 
too, — by an unhappy train of cauſes” 


3 TIS 
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G 
and impediments,— 


— does its office ſo negligently,— 


ſometimes fo corruptly, that! it is not 


to be truſted alone: and therefore, we 


find, there ! is a neceſſity, an abſolute 
neceſſity, of joining another principle 0 
with it, to aid, if not govern, its de- 


i i terminations. 


80 that if you would form a juſt 
judgment of what is of infinite im- 


portance to you not to be miſled in; 


namely, in What degree of real me- 


rit your ſtand, either as an honeſt. 


-an uſeful citizen, — 
Fachful ſubject to your king, or 


0 good ſervant to your Gov- 


eee often fucks 
imperfect cognizance of what paſſes, 


call 


— — 


bY 3 
43 
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call in Reriorou and Mon alrrv. 
Look. 
| law of Gov d- 


What! 18 written in the 


changeable obligations of juſtice and 


truth, What fay — * £ 


Let Conſcience determine the mat- | 
ter upon theſe. reports. and then, 


1 thy heart condemn thee not. 


which is the caſe the Apoſtle | ſup- 


| da 


Gal that is, have juſt grounds 


-40+ belive: the judgment thou haſt 
| paſt upon thyſelf, is the judgment of 


Gop ; and nothing elſe but an anti- 


cikation 5 


-How readeſt thou? i 


Conſult cal reaſon, and the un- 


the rule will be infallible, 
Th hou wilt have confidence towards 


2 
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Ades Of that tightoooe ſontente: 


which will be pronounced, hereafter, 


upon thee by that Berne, before 


whom thou art finally to give an ac- 


count of thy actions. 


Bleſſed i js the man, indeed then, as 


the Author of the book of Ecclefiaſti- | 
cus expreſſes it, M bo IT net priced 
with the multitude of bis fins. —Bleſed 


is the man whoſe heart hath not 


condenmed zin, and who is not fallen 


from bis hope in tbe Lord. Whether 
he be rich, continues he, or co bet ber 


he be poor, — if he have a good heart 


(a heart thus guided and inform'd) 


fe ſball at all times rejoice in a 
His mind ſpal! 
tell 


e cauntenance. 


© 
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tell. bim more than ſeven watchmen 
that fit above upon 4 tower on high. 


. In the darkeſt doubts it ſhall con- 
duct him ſafer than a thouſand Ca- 


ſuiſts, and give the ſtate he lives in 


a better ſecurity for his behaviour, 


than all the clauſes and reſtrictions 


put together, which the wiſdom of 
the legillature is forced to multi- 
ply,- 
human laws being not a matter of 
original choice, but of pure neceſſity, 
5 brought in to fence againſt the miſ- 
chievous effects of thoſe Conſciences . 
which are no law unto. themſelves : 
| witely intending by the many provi- 
ſions made, That in all ſuch corrupt or 
- miſguided caſes, where principleand the 


-forced, 1 ſay, as things ſtand; 


= 9 checks 


* " 1 . l 2 2 2 — . 
SG — —-—-— ts ent ran © — - 7 
r — | 
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checks of Conſcience will not make ue 


upright,— to ſupply their force, 
and by the r terrors of Jails and halters 
"oblige us to it. 


To have the fear of Gop before 
our eyes; and, in our mutual deal- 
ings with each other, to govern our 


actions by the eternal meaſures of 
1 right and wrong: the firſt of theſe 


will comprehend the duties of b 


5 ligion : the ſecond thoſe of morality ; 3 


Which are ſo inſeparably connected 
together, that you cannot divide theſe 
two Tables, even in imagination (tho? 
the attempt is often made in practice 


without breaking and mutually de- 
froſt ing them both. 


I laid 


„ 
* — — 


* 2» * 


t 


IS 2 0 5 


ligion.— 


it is ſo, 


1 ſaid the attempt is often made ; 


——andſo It is — there being no- 


thing more common than to ſee . | 


man, who has no ſenſe at all of re- 


and indeed has /o much of 
honeſty, as to pretend to none; who 


would yet take it as the bittereſt af- 
front, ſhould you but hint ata ſuſpi- 5 


cion of his moral character,. or 5 


imagine he was not conſcientiouſly , 


juſt, and {erupulous to the uttermoſt 


mite. 


When there is ſome appearance that 


—tho' one is not willing 


e ſuſpect the appearance of 0 


great a virtue, as moral honeſty ;— 
Vor. IV. So yet 


* 2 9 r 
—_— 8 * * 
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1 


yet were we to look i into the grounds 


: of it in the preſent caſe, I am per- 
5 fuaded we ſhould find little reaſon to | 
envy | ſuch a man the Honour of his 


Dm i ee CEN _ 3 
* 


motive. | 85 | 


Let kin declaim as  pompouſly as = 
: he can on the ſubject, it will be 85 | 
found at laſt to reſt upon. no better — 
foundation than either his intereſt, his 

| pride, his eaſe; or ſome ſuch little 
and changeable paſſion, as will give 


——̃ ͤ— ee h — tl 


— — 


us but ſmall. dependence upon his 
: actions! in matters of great ſtreſs. - 


Give 1 me : leave to luftrate this y 
an n example. 


— 


WS 4 1 
* : ff 4 


* 
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1 know the bunker I deal with, or 


the phyſician I uſually call in, to be 
neither of them men of much re- 
= ligion : I hear them make a jeſt of | 


it every day, and treat all its fanc- 


tions with ſo much ſcorn and contem pt, 
as to put the matter paſt doubt. 
Well, octwithſtanding this 1 pur 
my fortune into the hands of the one, 
——and, what | 18 dearer ſtill to me, 
5 4 truſt my l life to the honeſt fil of 

the other.— 


5 what is | my an for this great con- 


Now let me examine 


—Why,—in the firſt place, 


* belies chat there is no probability 
chat either of them will employ the 


power, I put into their han nds, to my 


© 2 | -C fad. | 
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- diſadvantage. Leconlſider that | —_ 


ſerves the purpoſes of this life 
I know their ſucceſs in the world 


depends upon the fairneſs of their 
character; that they cannot hurt 


me without hurting themſelves more. 


But put it otherwiſe, namely, that 
"intereſt lay for once on the other ſide. 5 
: {ola That: a caſe ſhould happen 797 
wherein the one, without ſtain to his 
reputation, could ſecrete my fortune, 

and leave me naked in the world : 

or that the other could ſend me 


5 out of ir, and enjoy an eſtate by 


I my death, without d ſhonour to him- 


: elf or his art. „ this caſe what. 


hold haye 1 of either of t them? 


9 


Re- 


* 
k * 
n 1 . 
e ks 
* 9 
5 
% 


7 
FE ' 
3; 
Y 
_ 


to ballance this temptation,— | 


lay at the mercy of honour, 
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Religion, the ſtrongeſt of all motives, 


is out. of the queſtion. 


I ntereſt, 


the next moſt powerful motive in this 
world, 1s ſtrongly againſt me. — 


have nothing left to caſt 1 into the ſcale 


—1 muſt . 


—or 


ſome ſach capricious princi le Salt 
ſecurity ! for two of 5 and moſt 
5 valuable bleſſings, - 


e property. 


and my life | LL 


As therefore we can | have 1 no de. 


pende ace: upon morality without rell- 
gion; bo, on the other band, there 
is nothing better to be expected from · 
religion without morality; nor can 
any man be fappos'd 1 to diſcharg e his 
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| duties to Gon, (whatever fair appear- 5 | 
| ances he may hang out, that he does FF 93 
; io) if he does not pay as conſcienti- | 
1 ous a regard to the duties, which he 
| owes his fellow creature. 
N 5 This! is a point capable in itſelf of 
| : firict demonſtration, —Nevertheleſs, 
j is no rarity ro ſee * man whoſe real „„ 
; moral merit ſtands very low, who yet . 
| entertains the higheſt notion of him- 1 
; ſelf, in the light of a devour and re- ; | | 
Fgious man. He ſhall not only be | 


covetous, revengful, i imp! lacable,— 


1 but even Want! ng in points of com- 
i mon honeſty. Yet becauſe he talks 
lf uch againſt the infdelit of the age, 


ties of religion, — 


SERMON” XIE 199 


1 n zealous for Gow points of re> - 


goes twice a day to church, 


attends the ſacraments, —and amuſes 
_ himſelf with a few inſtrumental du- 


ſhall cheat his 
conſcience into a judgment that for 


this he 1 is a religious man, and has 
diſcharged fairhfully | his duty to + 
So: and you will find, that ſuch a 


man, thro? force of this deluſion, ge- 
nerally looks down with ſpiritual 1 


| pride upon every other. man who has f 
leſs affectation of piety, tho, per- 


. haps, ten times more mor ral RODEN 


5 tha an himſelf, 


"This is likewiſe @ ſore evil under the © 


fs fin; and 1 believe there 15 no one 


„ a 


| church. 


dition.— 


200 SERMON XII. 
miſtaken principle which, for its 
time, has wroveht more ſerious miſ- 
| chiefs. | For a general proof of this, 
examine the hiſtory of the Romiſo 


See what ſcenes of cru- 


elty, murders rapines, bloodſhed, 
have all SP 1 850 by a reli- 
gion not ſtrictiy governed we mo- 
rality. 


In how many kingdoms of the 


world, has the cruſading ſword of 


this miſguided Saint-Errant ſpared 


neither a age, or merit, or ſex, or con- 


the banners of a religion, which ſet. 


him looſe from Juſtice and humani- 


ty, 


—And, as he fought under 
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pa 


ty, de ſhewed none, — merei- 
leſsly trampled upon both, heard nei- 


ther the cries of the unfortunate, nor 
Rees: their dire fes 


If the reſtimony of paſt. centuries 


in this matter 18 not ſuffcient, 


a conſider at this inſtant, how the _ 
taries of that religion are every day 
thinking to do ſervice and honour to 
Gop, by actions which are a Ciſhonour 


and ſcandal to themſelves. 


To be convinced of this, 8⁰ with 


me for a moment into the Priſons of 


the inquiſition.— -Behold religion 
with mercy and alte chain d down 


under 


—* 


__ - 
s 

bl 

4 

5 

4 , 
1 
4 . 

, 4 


ment. 


vulfions i it has thrown bim into. 
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undder her feet, —there ficting aſt 
ly upon a black tribunal, propp'd up 
with racks. and inſtruments of tor- 


Hark! 1— 


What a piteous 


= groan 1-——See the e wretch 
who utter'd it, juſt brought forth o 
undergo the anguiſh of a mock-trial, 
and endure the utmoſt. pains that ry 5 
= ſtudied ſyſtem. of religious cruelty has 
deen able to invent. Behold this 
5 helpleſs victim ee up to his 
5 tormenters. His body ſo waſted with 
ſorrow. and long confinement, you Il 
ſee every nerve and muſcle as it uf- 
fers. — Obſerve the laſt movement 


of that horrid engine, — —— What con- 


cc en- 
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Conſider the nature of the pedo in 
which he now lies ſtretch d. What ” 
; exquilite torture he endures by It 
"£0 all nature can. bear. Good 

| Gop! See how it keeps his weary 
foul hanging upon his trembling lips,. 
villing to take 1ts. Jeave, Sane 
but not ſuffer'd to depart. Behold 

: the unhappy wretch led back to his 
cell ,—dragg'd out of it again o 
meet the flames, — and the inſults i in 5 
= laſt agonies, which this principle 
this principle that there can be 
religion without moral. 95 has prepared 
for him. 8 


The ſureſt way to try the merit t of ; 


1 any diſputed. notion.—is to trace 
down 


* 


the ſpirit of chriſtianity, — — 
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UE Tr Ee to Le i it PUT ˙ UA. oat 
4 WMA ALT - * 3.3 ER xg — - Wa 2 — _ 

. 


2 


a 


N 8 


=. - 
17 


1 
3 
; 

: =. . 
| 
8 
3 
5 


wither to either,— 


1 


| down the is ſack: a | notion” 
| has produced, and compare. them with ; 
— Tis the 
mort and deciſive rule, which our 


SAVIOUR has let for theſe and ſuch 
5 like caſes,— 


arguments. —Hy their Jraits, fays he, 5 


Z Je foal know them. 925 


1805 religion and morality, like 
: faſt friends and natural allies, can ne- 
- ver be fer at variance, without the 
mutual ! ruin and diſhonour of them 
both; — 


t is uofr? TY office, is no well 


pretends, he deceives his own heart, 


and, 


—and i is worth a thouſand 


and whoever g goes about = 


—and N hate ver he 
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and, I fear, his morality as well as 
his religion will be vain. 


1 will add. no kriber to the length 

of this. diſcourſe, than by two or three 
fhort and independent Rules, deduci- 5 
ble from what. has been faid. 


uf. We a man 5 jon 
i againſt religion, always ſuſpe& that 
&* is not his reaſon but his paſſions 
Which have got the better of bis 
creed —A bad life anda good belief are 
diſagreeable and troubleſome neigh⸗ : 
bours, and where they ſeparate, de- 
| pend upon it, tis for no other cauſe | 
but quietneſs fake. 0 


20). 
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24d. When wan chus tepreſcne! 
ud, tells you in any particular in- 
ſtance, that ſuch' a thing goes againſt 
his conſeience. always believe he 


means exactly the ſame thing as wien 
be e ſuch a thing goes againſt. — | 


: his ſtomach, —a preſent want of ap- 
. petite being generally the true cauſe 
of both. OO TORTS WHAT 


In a wand; l that man in 


0 nothing, ——who has not a conſcience | [ 
in everything, FL 2. . \ 
And in your own ; caſe remember Ee ol 


55 this plain diſtinction, a miſtake in 

5 which, has ruin'd thouſands, — —That 

__ your conſcience | is not a law; no. — 
Go 


Fes — — a — 
| ; 


5 
I 


ö A . 
— 
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| | Gow. and reaſon. made. the law, and 
has placed Conſcience within you to 
determine, not like an Afatic Cadi, 
according to the ebbs and flows of his 
own. paſſions ;——but like a Britiſh | 

Judge in this land of liberty, WO 

but faithfully 


ö makes no new Jaw,— 
855 declares that glorious law which he 
finds already v written. e 


BY 
Wen 
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